
 

 

  Minutes of the meeting of St Ives Town Council held in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, St 

Ives on Tuesday 11 March 2014 at 6.00pm. 

 

 PRESENT 
 

Chairman –  Councillor T M Williams  (Deputy Town Mayor) 

 

 COUNCILLORS 

 

 

 

Andrewes T 

Lait R 

Mitchell A P   

 

Taylor L J 

Tulley R 

Tanner J 

 

  

 

 OFFICERS 
 

Town Clerk 

Visitor & Information Centre Manager 

 

 APOLOGIES  FOR  ABSENCE – were received from Councillors R Birch, R Glanville, P 

Douglass, N Laity, C Nicholls, M Robertson, J Symons and S Tanner. 

 

183. PUBLIC SPEAKING  

 

 Toni Carver raised his concerns about the proposed BID, which he stated were shared by other 

small businesses.  He noted that the BID steering group had no council representation although 

the aims of the BID related to more than just the businesses and would affect the community as a 

whole.  He said that Struggling businesses felt that they needed their rates cut rather than 

increased and smaller businesses felt threatened by the votes of the larger chain properties. 

  

Steve Lovelock spoke of his concerns that the BID process had been one sided, also concerns 

that there was no St Ives Town Council representation.  He had identified issues of legality set 

out in the articles and was questioning them. 

 

184. DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER / OFFICER INTERESTS 

 The Clerk noted that Councillor Nicholls had given his apologies for the meeting as he would 

have declared an Interest on the only agenda item as his wife was a Director on the BID Steering 

Group. 

Councillor Taylor declared that she had been previously involved in the BID steering group 

before being elected as a town council and so would stay to listen to the vote but would not 

participate in the debate or the vote.   

 

It was noted that the town council as a whole would be a BID levy payer if the BID proposal was 

voted in. 

185. ST IVES  BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT – TOWN COUNCIL’S VOTE 

 Members had regard to the report circulated at the meeting and previous documents and 

representations from the BID Steering Group. 

During discussion the following points were noted:   
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 There had been a number of public gatherings hosted by the BID group had been held and 

attended by various town councillors, enabling a reasonably well informed discussion; 

 BID schemes had the potential to be a good opportunity for an area; 

 There was an expectation that there would be mechanisms for the town council to 

challenge elements of the BID proposal as they were brought to fruition; 

 A number of areas with an existing BID had voted for renewal; 

 It was noted that there should be no duplication of the work of the town council and the 

BID group and it was questioned whether or not it would be a benefit for the town 

council to be part of the BID board; 

 There was concern that the process in St Ives had been divisive and that some businesses 

were worried that their business rates would increase if the BID was voted in; 

 It was acknowledged that in many towns the BID process had brought about improvement 

and that often the successful BID projects were those where the BID scheme had worked 

closely with the town council; 

 It was not clear how the town council and Cornwall Council would be involved in the St 

Ives BID scheme; 

 Regarding marketing and events, there is reference to marketing to attract national and 

international visitors – this is what the V&IC is already doing.  In other towns, BID has 

put funding to augment the marketing services already provided by the tourist information 

centres – this does not appear to be the plan for St Ives.  Many other issues listed in the 

BID proposal were already being progressed by the councils and considered that the way 

to achieve was through joint working – the proposal document was not clear how this 

would be achieved; 

 

 The town council would be willing to work with the BID scheme, but there was an 

argument put forward that the town council should let the businesses decided; and  

 

 Noted that the BID process was democratic and further noted that of the four eligible 

properties of the town council, three were public conveniences as opposed to actual 

businesses. 

 RESOLVED – that whilst recognising that BID schemes can bring positive benefits, the town 

council would abstain from voting to allow the businesses in the BID area themselves to choose 

whether or not the BID scheme is implemented. 

 

Councillor Mitchell requested that his name be recorded as voting against the resolution. 

 

  

Meeting closed at 6.38 pm Chairman  

 


