
Minutes of the Meeting of the Community and Environment Committee held in the Committee Room, The 

Guildhall, St Ives on Thursday 12 June 2014 at 7.00pm 

 PRESENT 
 

Chairman – Councillor T Williams 

Vice- Chairman – Councillor M Armstrong 

  

 COUNCILLORS 

 

 Andrewes T 

Lait R 

Mitchell A 

 

Nicholls C 

Taylor L 

Tulley R 

 

 OFFICERS 

 

Town Clerk 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   – were received from Councillor N Laity. 

 

C&E.1 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

 RESOLVED – that Councillor T Williams be committee chairman for the coming year. 

 

 

C&E.2 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 RESOLVED – that Councillor M Armstrong be committee vice-chairman for the coming year. 

 

 

C&E.3 MINUTES 

 RESOLVED – that the Chairman sign as a true and correct record the minutes of the meeting of 

the Community & Environment Committee held on 17 April 2014. 

 

 

C&E.4 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 The Clerk reported that there had been no requests for public speaking. 

 

 

C&E.5 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER / OFFICER INTERESTS 

 

 None. 

 

C&E.6 TOWN CLERKS UPDATE REPORT 

 Members considered the Clerk’s update report which had been circulated prior to the meeting 

and noted its contents.  The Clerk gave an undertaking to update Councillor Williams on the 

winners of the seagull poster competition in order that she could report back to the Youth 

Council. 

 

 RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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C&E.7 DECORATIVE LIGHTS 

 It was reported that a meeting of the newly formed Decorative Lights Association had been held 

and attended by two town councillors.  A Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary had been appointed 

and fundraising was to be their first priority.   

 

The Clerk reported that it had been confirmed by Cornwall Council that in the event of the lights 

having to be removed, they would cover the cost of doing so.  It was also reported that Cornwall 

Council had provided a legal document to cover the transfer of the lights from Cornwall Council 

to the town council. 

 

Members discussed the intention of the town council to take on the lights for an initial 6 month 

period to enable the funding and future arrangements to be made.  With regard to inspections, 

maintenance and health & safety, the Clerk advised that for the whole of the period when the 

lights were signed over to the town council, the town council would be responsible for their 

maintenance and safety arrangements.   

 

With regard to wayleaves, advice from Cornwall Council had not been clear and so councillors 

suggested that the assumption to make was that any agreement that had passed from Penwith 

District Council to Cornwall Council could be deemed to have also passed from Cornwall 

Council to St Ives Town Council. 

 

In response to the Clerk’s question about signing the transfer document, it was noted that the 

council decision had been to take on the lights and so the document should be signed, however it 

was noted that the transfer document and handover arrangements by Cornwall Council to date 

were not comprehensive and so there remained unanswered questions about the minimum levels 

of maintenance and inspection required and the actual level of liability that the town council 

would be taking on.  It was clear that inspections were required, but the potential essential 

repairs were as yet unquantified. 

 

 RESOLVED –  that a meeting be arranged between the Clerk and interested Town Councillors 

and the newly formed Decorative Lights Association, to be followed by a decision on the way 

forward by circulation of emails if appropriate or the convening of an extraordinary meeting of 

the committee if necessary. 

 

 

C&E.8 LELANT BUS SHELTER 

 

The Clerk reported that a grant application towards the funding of the shelter had been submitted 

and that a site meeting was due to be held with the installation engineers the next day.  Planning 

permission was not needed as this was a permitted development for the town council.   

 

 RESOLVED – that the update report be noted. 

 

 

C&E.9 BUS SHELTER REQUEST FROM ST IVES SCHOOL 

 It was noted that this item had been included at the request of Councillor Douglass who was not 

present at the meeting.  The Clerk read the email from Councillor Douglass which set out his 

wish to keep the bus shelter for the school as an active agenda item for the committee.  In view 

of the current grant application (which might have an impact on the funds available for bus 

shelter provision) and the absence of Councillor Douglass from the meeting, it was 
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 RESOLVED  - that this item be deferred to the next scheduled meeting of the C&E Committee. 

 

 

C&E.10 PARISH ROOMS 

 Councillor Lait reported on the possible sale of the Parish Rooms and the impact this could have 

on the work of the St Ives Archive.  The possibility of Community Land Trust funding was being 

explored, also the potential for a community asset transfer.  This had been raised to keep the 

town council informed at this stage. 

 

 RESOLVED – that the report be noted and that the benefit of the St Ives Archive to the town and 

surrounding area be acknowledged. 

 

 

C&E.11 PEDESTRIAN SIGNAGE 

 The Clerk reported on the response received from Cornwall Council, setting out views on the 

suggested pedestrian signage improvements put forward by the town council.  Following 

discussion, it was 

 

 RESOLVED – that a meeting be held with representatives of the town council, Highways, St 

Ives BID, and the Visitor & Information Centre,  to consider how the town’s pedestrian signage 

could best be reviewed / rationalised and improved. 

 

 

C&E.12 INSTALLATION OF ROUNDABOUT AT PALEMON BEST RECREATION GROUND 

 The Clerk reported that the initial budget for the new play equipment item at the Palemon Best 

Recreation Ground had been £2,000 and that a piece had been chosen based on this.  Whilst the 

cost of the piece of equipment had been known at the time, the installation costs had since been 

investigated and would bring the total cost to above the budgeted amount. 

 

Following discussion it was agreed that Councillor Mitchell would attempt to negotiate down the 

installation costs quoted by Cormac and that this along with other quotes would be delegated to 

the Clerk for decision in consultation with the C&E Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman, to 

be drawn from the £5,000 reserve funds for Palemon Best. 

  

 RESOLVED – that in line with the process set out above, the appointment of a contractor to 

install the play equipment be delegated to the Clerk in consultation with the C&E Committee 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 

 

C&E.13 WALKABOUT 

 In the absence of Councillor Laity who was to propose this item, it was 

 RESOLVED  - that this item be deferred to the next scheduled meeting of the C&E Committee. 

 

C&E.14 BLUE FLAG BEACHES 

 Councillor Lait raised her concerns that there had been no Blue Flag applications this year for 

Porthminster or Porthmeor beaches due to Cornwall Council / Visit Cornwall.  During discussion 
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it was noted that it was not expected that applications would be submitted by Visit Cornwall in 

future years. 

 

In view of the value of the acknowledgement of St Ives’ clean beaches to holidaymakers and the 

local tourism economy, it was 

 

RESOLVED – that Cornwall Council / Visit Cornwall be approached to see what future help 

they were able to give with regard to Blue Flag applications (such as the assistance to be given 

for the Falmouth beaches), and then to notify the beach managers of the expected lack of future 

Blue Flag applications but the assistance potentially available to them.  Also to seek a copy of 

the Blue Flag application form. 

 

 

C&E.15 DOG FOULING – PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL WASTE BINS 

 The Clerk reported that costings for additional dog waste bins and ongoing emptying costs were 

awaited as the proposed sites had only recently been advised to the office.  In the absence of the 

potential costs, the committee were not in a position to make a decision on this matter and so it 

was  

 

 RESOLVED – that this update be noted and that a further report be presented to the next 

meeting. 

 

 

C&E.16 TAXI RANK SPACES 

 The Clerk reported that an email had been received from a local taxi driver setting out their 

concerns at the lack of taxi rank space in St Ives and the associated difficulties for taxi drivers 

and the travelling public. 

 

It was noted that there had been a previous meeting with taxi drivers, the police and licensing 

officers in 2012.  It was also noted that Cornwall Council had a current consultation  about the 

deregulation of taxi services. 

 

 RESOLVED – that the Clerk request an update on any progress since the meeting in 2012 from 

Licensing Officers and that the town council consider the current Cornwall Council consultation, 

with another meeting to be arranged with the local taxi drivers to help inform the town council’s 

response.  

 

 

C&E.17 PENBEAGLE STOPPING UP ORDER 

 The Clerk circulated the consultation document sent by Cornwall Council which related to a 

stopping up order which would be needed if a planning application were approved. 

 RESOLVED – that the town council submit no comment on this consultation. 

 

 

C&E.18 COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 This item was deferred to the next scheduled meeting of this committee. 
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C&E.19 ST  IVES  AND  AREA  IN  BLOOM  CONTRIBUTION 

 

The Clerk reported that a local resident who had transformed an area of wasteland at Carnellis 

into an attractive garden area had advised the town council that they needed assistance with the 

maintenance of their gardening equipment. 

 

RESOLVED – that £50 from the In Bloom budget be granted to the gardening volunteer, and the 

assistance of the Community Pride Officer and the van to transport the equipment for repair. 

 

 

C&E.20 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

 None. 

C&E.21 CORRESPONDENCE 

 A letter regarding the visual condition of The Backpackers had been received and Members 

noted that it had recently been improved.  The Clerk advised that she would respond to the letter 

accordingly. 

 

C&E.22 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 

 RESOLVED  -that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960 (as 

extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the press and public be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of the following matters on the grounds that it involves the 

likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 

Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 

 

 

C&E.23 SECURITY OF ITEM, PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED AT COUNCIL (Paragraph 3) 

 The Clerk reported that a conservator had attended the site at the end of May and that an update 

was awaited. 

 

 RESOLVED – that consideration of this matter be referred to Council, at which time further 

information should be available. 

 

C&E.24 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting to be held on Thursday 4 September 2014. 

 Meeting closed at 9.25 pm                             Chairman 

 


