
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Community & Environment Committee held in the Committee 

Room of the Guildhall St Ives on Thursday 29 August 2019 at 7.00pm  

  

PRESENT 

Chairman – Councillor T Williams  

Vice Chairman – Councillor J Griffin  

 

 COUNCILLORS 

 Andrewes T 

Arthur K 

Griffin J 

Harris T 

Henry R 

Messenger K 

Nicholls C 

Tulley R 

  

 IN ATTENDANCE 

  

  

OFFICERS 

Support Services Manager 

Administration Support 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Vanessa Luckwell 

 

C&E14 MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED – that the Chairman signs as a true and correct record the minutes of the 

meeting of the Committee held on 30 May 2019. 

 

C&E.15 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 

There were three public speakers in attendance. 

 

A representative from the Extinction Rebellion Group spoke in relation to the Climate 

Change Emergency. They stated that they had also addressed the Council 11 years ago 

about this topic. Councillors would be aware of the strength of feeling expressed in 

public protests and direct action reported in the local and national media.  They noted 

that the Council had considered the issue of climate emergency at a recent meeting but 

would like the Council to now formally declare a climate emergency in line with 

Cornwall Council and other local councils, such as Hayle and St Just. 

 

The Chairman confirmed that this would be discussed in detail as item 10 on the 

agenda.  

 

A speaker from the Heart of the Woods Project in Cubit Woods, Carbis Bay addressed 

the Committee about the project. It had been running for 2 years, offering a 

programme of activities reconnecting people with nature and promoting stewardship 

for the future to children, adults with learning disabilities and other charitable groups. 

Recently, there had been an increase in vandalism at the site. The latest attack involved 

the fire pits being smashed with melted rubbish left behind. The project was extremely 

concerned about the on-going issues and would like to better undersrtand the causes of 

the vandalism. This could involve an event in the woods, perhaps in September, 

inviting local young people to attend and discuss their needs and issues. The speaker 

asked the Council to support this initiative. 
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A member of the public addressed the Council about the Palemon Best recreation 

Ground and Skate Park. They proposed a potential project to establish a a not-for-

profit café to promote greater community involvement and sense of ownership of the 

ground. The idea was to use shipping a container, fully fitted with a commercial 

kitchen which would be semi-permanent structure, capable of being moved. The 

speaker asked that the Council support the project and its fund- raising efforts. Like 

the skate park project, being able to fund raise under the banner of the Palemon Best 

charitable trust could assist in fund raising.   

 

In response to a question from Councillors, the speaker confirmed that the café would 

be a community interest company either run by staff employed by the not for profit or 

volunteers.  

 

Councillors suggested that a written proposal be submitted which could be presented 

to the Palemon Best Trustees’ meeting.  

 

C&E.16 UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY LINK OFFICER (CORNWALL COUNCIL) 

 None  

C&E17 UPDATE FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 

 

 None 

 

C&E.18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 The Chairman announced that under item (4) Youth provision in St Ives, Councillor 

Henry was due to give a verbal update. There was also an additional written report 

which would be circulated at the meeting.  

 

C&E.19 DECLARATION OF COUNCILLOR/OFFICER INTERESTS 

 

 

None. 

                      

C&E.20 OFFICER’S UPDATE REPORT  

 

 

 

C&E.9 i) 

 

C&E.12 

 

C&E.69 

 

 

C&E.74 

 

C&E.60 

The Committee considered the report and made the following comments:  

 

Seasonal traffic officer post: this is due to be discussed at the next C&E Committee 

meeting on the 24 October 2019 

Installation of 3 water tanks by allotment holders: the Committee requested that their 

thanks be extended to them for installing the tanks voluntarily 

Local Highways Scheme: This item will be updated, once there is feedback from 

Councillor Mitchell following up with the Highways Authority on changes to the 

funding criteria.  

Street Weeding item is complete. The Committee note the proposal that this is 

reviewed in 2020.   

The Committee resolved that the clearance of Consols Pool should be discussed at full 

Council in October  
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 RESOLVED – that, subject to the above amendments and additions, the report be 

noted.  

 

C&E.21 CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY  

 The Chairman reminded the Committee that they had debated this in January 2019 but 

that the outcome of the discussion had lacked clarity. The Council resolved not to 

support the extinction rebellion motion in full, because of a town council’s limited 

ability deliver against the six challenges.  

 

The Committee discussed the issue and made the following key points:  

 

• The Town Council should not work in isolation. It was important to understand 

how Cornwall Council was responding, as well as other neighbouring local 

councils and the community.  

• In order to meet challenging targets of being carbon neutral, the Council 

needed technical expertise and resources 

• It was important for the Town Council to put its own house in order 

 

 RESOLVED – to RECOMMEND that the Council  

 

i) Declare a climate change emergency  

ii) Support community efforts to establish a St Ives working group and nominate 

Councillor representatives to participate 

iii) Ask relevant Cornwall Council officers to attend a future meeting to hear about 

their own plans 

 

C&E.22 DARK SKIES 

 

 The Committee discussed the Cornwall Council consultation proposing to establish a 

second dark skies zone in West Penwith. The Council were being asked to comment 

on or support the proposals. The Mayor confirmed he was attending a consultation 

event on the 9 of September and could provide more feedback then.  

 

The Committee discussed the implications of the consultation and a possible response. 

The main implication of a successful bid would be the need to seek to minimise 

unnecessary illumination. Examples included the illumination of trees, excessive street 

lighting and decorative lighting outdoors. In considering planning applications, the 

Planning Committee would need to consider the proposed lighting solutions, 

employing the use of more down lighting.  

 

Some Councillors felt that the decision to exclude the main towns, such as St Ives and 

retain them in a buffer zone was disappointing and that the proposal was not 

challenging enough.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Council submit a response supporting the proposed bid but 

expressing concern that it was not sufficiently challenging because towns ought to be 

included in the main dark skies zone with greater efforts to reduce light pollution, 

rather than in the buffer zone area.  
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C&E.23. HELICOPTER FLIGHTS 001 

 

 The Chairman updated the Committee regarding the re-commencement of Adventure 

001 Helicopter flights. The Council had again received numerous complaints and 

examples of the take-off and landing noise causing considerable distress to nearby 

residents with flights taking off as frequently as every five minutes.  

 

The Committee was asked to consider whether there was any further action which 

could be taken. One option was to explore whether the Council could request that 

Cornwall Council as the planning authority could consider introducing an article 4 

direction. A previous attempt had been unsuccessful. But this had been made by a 

private individual (so not in the public interest) and had been related to an area of land 

in a single ownership. An Article 4 direction is a planning authority power to remove 

general permitted development rights. The removal of permitted development rights 

would require a land-owner to seek planning permission before carrying out restricted 

activities, such as launching pleasure flights.  

 

At this point in the meeting reference was made to the flights having made donations 

to the Cornwall air ambulance and Councillor Burton declared an interest through 

her employment with the air ambulance and took no part in the debate.  

 

During the debate Councillors made the following points:  

 

• The Council should make contact with Towednack Parish Council and propose 

working together on this issue. 

• The important references in the article 4 guidance referred to the AONB but 

parts of the parish affected were outside this designation  

• The directive could only control land uses as it was a planning power. 

Therefore, it could only prevent landings and take offs, not flight paths.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Council 

 

 i) Write formally to the head of planning at Cornwall Council setting out the 

public interest case for the imposition of an Article 4 Direction and requesting 

further advice on scope for intervention.  

ii) Consider whether there was scope to secure expert planning advice. 

iii) Contact Towednack Parish Council to explore working together on the issue 

 

C&E.24 PALEMON BEST USERS GROUP UPDATE AND PLANTING SCHEME 

 

 The Support Services Manager reported that a Palemon Best user group meeting had 

taken place on the 10th July 2019. The meeting had been successful with good 

attendance from groups and local residents. A number of items were discussed 

including the proposed planting scheme, drawn up previously by members of the 

Committee, and future fund-raising efforts by the skate park.  

 

The Committee discussed a number of actions arising from the meeting. A key 

outcome of the meeting was support for the proposed planting scheme. The Chairman 

reported that she had only had one other comment which was that the plant species 

should be native. Councillors discussed how the planting would be carried out and 

whether there was a role for volunteers. It was felt that the initial work should be 
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carried out by contractors but that volunteers could assist with on-going maintenance 

and upkeep. The costs involved would be for gardening/landscaping contractors and 

the purchase of plants and shrubs. It was proposed that three quotes for the work be 

sought and costed and then the Council could consider appropriate funding, either 

from revenue or reserves.  

 

Councillors also discussed the skatepark fundraising and other community projects. 

The users’ group had requested guidance on whether the skatepark could utilise the 

charitable status of the trust to hold funds raised and bid for grant funding. This was 

important for a number of potential community initiatives linked to the park. The 

Committee commented on the future role of the users’ group, perhaps in becoming a 

friends group or community interest company to help run the recreation ground.  

 

 RESOLVED – that  

 

i) That three quotes, for the approved planning scheme, are sought from suitably 

qualified companies and that, upon receipt, the Committee RECOMMEND to 

Council whether the works are carried out and, if so, whether to fund them 

from the Palemon Best revenue budget or reserves.   

ii) The revitalisation of the users’ group is welcomed and the Town Council 

support the group through administrating regular meetings  

iii) A meeting of the Palemon Best trustees is convened to ensure clarity on the 

charitable objects and how best to ensure the success of future fund-raising 

initiatives.  

 

C&E.25 YOUTH PROVISION IN ST IVES 

 

 Councillor Henry presented a report to the Committee detailing the need for more 

youth provision for the town and proposing a youth club be established at the Island 

Centre. In a recent presentation to a previous Committee meeting, Hayle youth club 

had indicated their interest in providing the service. However, the Committee were 

mindful that under the Council’s financial regulations, three quotations should be 

sought prior to the commission of any services. It was confirmed that interest was also 

being sought from other youth service providers within the town and their responses 

were awaited. It was confirmed that a decision on the use of the earmarked reserve had 

been delegated to the Community and Environment Committee, subject to suitable 

proposals being received.  

 

  RESOLVED – that  

 

i) The Support Services Manager writes to the Hayle youth project, together with 

other local youth providers, inviting a detailed proposal for the delivery of a 

youth service 

ii) The proposal should include the Island Centre but incorporate other areas of 

need including Carbis Bay and Penbeagle and, following consideration by the 

Support Service Manager, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-

Chairman of the Committee, a further report is brought back to the Committee.  

 

C&E.26 TREATMENT REPORT, DUAL FORM 

 

 The Committee considered the treatment report, which had been prepared by the 

conservators from the Barbara Hepworth Trust carrying out the restoration of Dual 
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Form. Given the extensive nature of the restoration, Councillors expressed surprise 

that the recommendation was for more frequent re-waxing.  The Committee discussed 

the merits of the recommendations, together with the financial implications. Based 

upon the recent costs, it was anticipated that a re-wax would cost approximately £600-

800, which was a significant sum to find annually. It was resolved that a compromise 

position might be found to establish a restoration reserve with an annual contribution 

of £200 made into the reserve and the status of the sculpture and the necessity of 

commissioning a re-wax be reviewed after 3 years.   

 

 RESOLVED – that  

 

i. The report be noted 

ii. Regular cleaning be included in the rotas for caretaking and cleaning staff 

iii. The Committee RECOMMEND to Council that budgetary provision of £200 

is made annually, to a reserve, to enable the re-wax the sculpture and the need 

to commission the work is reviewed after three years.  

 

C&E.27 CONSULTATION: STREET TRADING 

 

 The Committee considered the consultation. Whilst it was recognised that the 

proposed amendments were relatively modest, there was scope to put forward more 

wide-reaching views through the consultation. During the discussion, Councillors 

expressed concern about the general approach to the licencing of street traders and the 

implications for the harbour. Key issues were  

 

• That the cost of a casual daily licence was too low. This generated little income 

and allowed traders to compete with established shops without commitment to 

the town  

• How were proposals assessed and was sufficient account taken of health and 

safety issues? Should there be greater consultation with the highway authority 

about activities obstructing the highway.  

• How was licencing enforced and were there any prosecutions or licences 

removed 

• The proposed changes introduced a review process with a panel. Was there 

scope for the Council to make representations to this and raise concerns about 

specific traders.  

 

 RESOLVED - that the Council respond to the consultation expressing the concerns of 

the Council about the level of fees and enforcement and request a discussion about the 

Council’s plans for a PSPO for the harbour and Wharf Road and the implications for 

licencing.  

 

C&E.28 CONSULTATION: TELEPHONE BOXES 

  

Cornwall Council have sought the Town Council’s views about BT’s proposed public 

phone box closures at 3 locations, due to lack of use. Councillors expressed concern 

about the removal of all three phone boxes and objected for the following reasons.  

 

1) Junction of Carnellis Road and Stennack – a low income housing area with 

poor mobile signal and the importance of access to emergency calls  

2) Penbeagle - a low income housing area with poor mobile signal and the 
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importance of access to emergency calls 

3) Opposite the Halestown Inn, Halsetown – an area of low population density 

with limited community facilities.  

 

 RESOLVED - that the Committee respond to Cornwall Council providing their views, 

together with their reasons for objection before the September deadline. 

 

C&E.29 ST IVES BAY YOUTH COUNCIL 

 

 The Chairman introduced the report explaining to the Committee that the current 

Youth Council arrangements were not working well and there was a need to review 

the approach. The Committee debated a number of alternative options including the 

proposal set out in the report. Councillors noted the range of organisations and youth 

issues reflected on the meeting agenda (and those raised by public speakers). The 

deputy mayor proposed that, as a first step, the Council seek to bring the various 

organisations together by hosting a youth summit to consult groups and service 

providers on issues facing young people in the town and how to address any gaps in 

services and activities.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the deputy mayor work with Council officers to co-ordinate a 

youth summit event at the Guildhall, to which key partners and local organisations are 

invited to discuss youth services and activities for the town.  

 

C&E.30 ANNUAL FUN RUN 

  

Councillors received a verbal update on the future management of the fun run. This 

year’s run had been managed successfully by the Round Table who confirmed that 

they were happy to organise future events, provided that the Council continued to 

promote and support the event, including volunteers.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Town Council confirm their support for St Ives Round Table 

organising all future St Ives fun run events. 

 

C&E.31 CATH KIDSTON MURAL 

  

The Committee discussed the proposal from retailer, Cath Kidston to provide funding 

and support for a community mural or painted bench in towns where their stores were 

located. Councillors were divided on the proposal, expressing concern about future 

upkeep and maintenance and the subjectivity of design which might give rise to 

community objections.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Council did not express an interest in being involved in the 

initiative.  

 

C&E.32 FINANCE REPORT  

 

No specific questions were raised in relation to the report.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the report be noted 

 

  



Community & Environment Committee                                                               29 August 2019  

 

 

C&E.33 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

 

 1. The Garden Competition update 

2. Memorial Bench for Pedyr Prior 

 

C&E.34 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 The correspondence circulated prior to the meeting was noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Meeting ended at  21:20 pm Chairman 

 


