
We publish these draft minutes on the website as soon as possible after each meeting, as part of our 
commitment to communicating council decisions and transparency. Please note that these minutes 
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Resources Committee held in the Committee Room, The Guildhall, St Ives 

on Thursday 1 May 2014 at 7.00 pm  (meeting as the Freedom of Information Internal Review Panel) 

 PRESENT 
 

Chairman – Councillor Tulley 

Vice-Chairman – Councillor Taylor   

  

 COUNCILLORS 
 

 Andrewes  T 

Robertson M 

Williams T  (from 7.10pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 OFFICERS 
 

Town Clerk 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   – were received from Councillors R Birch, R Glanville, N 

Laity, C Nicholls, J Symons and J Tanner. 

 

 
R.104 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER / OFFICER  INTERESTS 

 

 Councillor Andrewes advised that he was a Cornwall Councillor but did not consider that this 

had a bearing on the matter. 

 

Councillor Taylor advised that she worked for a business who had a BID vote, but did not 

consider that this had a bearing on the matter to be considered. 

 

 
R.105 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 RESOLVED - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960 (as 

extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the press and public be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of the following matters on the grounds that they involve 

the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Local 

Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 

 
 The Chairman permitted a representative of the applicant of the Freedom of Information request 

to remain at the meeting in order to state their case, on the understanding that matters that he 

wished to discuss fell within exempt matters and needed to be confidential to the meeting.   

(Paragraph 3 applies) 

  

 
R.106 SPEAKER:  REPRESENTATIVE FROM CALDER HARRIS LTD 

 

A representative from Calder Harris Ltd attended the meeting and put forward the following 

points with regard to freedom of interest requests: 
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 The fact that publication was intended was not in itself a reason to withhold information. 

 

 Recent developments in the BID process meant that the timescale was expected to have 

changed and so questioned whether the section 22 exemption could still be applied. 

 

 The public interest of the request for local council tax payers and the need to consider 

whether the public interest to withhold outweighed the public interest to publish the 

information 

 

 Concern at reference to advice from British Bids as it was questioned whether they were 

a qualified authority 

 

 

Councillor Williams arrived at this point. 

 

Speakers points continued: 

 

 The speaker stated their intention to pursue the release of the information requested and 

cited recent ICO decisions. 

 

 

 
R.107 REVIEW  OF  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION  REQUEST 

 Members considered the report circulated by the Clerk, setting out the process followed in the 

Freedom of Interest request, and the reasons for the decision arrived at. 

 

The report set out the background to the process followed, reference materials taken into 

consideration and the reason for the officer decision arrived at.   Members were advised that 

under the Freedom of Information procedures, the purpose of the internal review was to review 

the process followed and the decision arrived at. 

 

Members considered the report and noted that the section 22 exemption was applicable, but that 

the public interest test needed to be applied.   

 

Points raised during discussion on public interest included: 

 

Public interest reasons for withholding the information – advised by Cornwall Council that the 

information should be released at the right stage in the BID process.  It was information due to 

be published at a later date and the public interest would be better served by withholding it. 

 

 

Public interest reasons for releasing the information: 

 

 It is a document listing information and the information contained was in the public 

domain anyway 

 If the council considered that the document needed to be approved by the town council, 

then it would be considered in the public session of a council meeting 

 If released, it could be released in the context that it was the statement issued by the town 

council and that it was not binding on any other authority or organisation 

 Release of information was in line with the town council’s commitment to openness and 
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transparency. 

 The BID process was considered relevant to the public interest test and Members 

considered that the information in the document itself would not harm the public interest. 

 

 

 

Decision arrived at with regard to process followed: 

 

RESOLVED – that the process was followed correctly by the officer, based on the information 

available. 

 

 

Decision arrived at with regard to the request for information: 

  

Members of the Panel appreciated that this was a decision that was dependent on the subjective 

view of the public interest test.  Whilst the officer’s reasons for deciding to withhold the 

document were appreciated, on balance Members 

 

RESOLVED – that the information be released as the public interest in releasing the document 

outweighed the public interest in withholding it, in respect of the application of section 22 of the 

Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

 
 The Panel also considered the benefits of seeking independent legal advice, and that it would be 

acceptable to source legal advice in the future, from NALC or from an independent lawyer if 

appropriate. 
  

  

 

 Meeting closed at 8.10 pm                             Chairman 

 


