
Minutes of the Meeting of the Community and Environment Committee held in the Council Chamber, The 

Guildhall, St Ives on Thursday 4 September 2014 at 7.00pm 

 PRESENT 
 

Chairman – Councillor T Williams 

Vice- Chairman – Councillor M Armstrong 

  

 COUNCILLORS 

 

 Andrewes T 

Lait R 

Laity N 

 

Nicholls C 

Taylor L  (until 7.30pm) 

Tulley R 

 

 OFFICERS 

 

Town Clerk 

Assistant Town Clerk 

Neighbourhood Plan Project Officer 

 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   – were received from Councillor A Mitchell. 

 

 

C&E.25 MINUTES 

 RESOLVED – that the Chairman sign as a true and correct record the minutes of the meeting of 

the Community & Environment Committee held on 1 June 2014. 

 

 

C&E.26 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 Mrs Higgins spoke as a dog owner and noted that whilst Bamaluz Beach was a tidal beach, it 

continued to provide a valuable community resource for dog owners, and that there were many 

seasonal distubances for local residents.   

 

 

C&E.27 DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER / OFFICER INTERESTS 

 

 None. 

 

 

C&E.28 TOWN CLERKS UPDATE REPORT 

 Members considered the Clerk’s report which had been circulated prior to the meeting. 

 

Councillor Nicholls raised concern that the bike racks were still waiting to be installed.  The 

Clerk gave an undertaking to follow up with Cormac to establish their timescales, with an option 

being to seek an alternative contractor. 

 

 RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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C&E.29 BEACH DOG CONTROL ORDERS 

 Members considered the petition received from property owners neighbouring Bamaluz Beach.  

It was noted that the town council had put a significant amount of consideration into the Beach 

Dog Control Orders and they had proved to be contentious and that that there had again been 

representations reflecting conflicting views on provision at Bamaluz. 

 

There was consideration given to how St Ives was portrayed as being dog friendly, noting that 

the beach maps showed the beaches at low tide, not highlighting the tidal changes, and so the 

information given on the Visit St Ives website could be amended accordingly. 

 

During discussion it was suggested that a sign be installed at Bamaluz to advise that dogs could 

also be walked on the Harbour Beach before 8.00am each morning in the summer months, 

encouraging dispersal of dogs to various locations, and also encouraging more consideration for 

local residents. 

 

A meeting with the Cornwall Council enforcement officer had established that there had been 

complaints at noise nuisance from dogs before the Dog Control Orders had been introduced in 

2013.  Enforcement officers were not in a position to ask dog owners to keep their dogs quiet 

when exercising. 

 

RESOLVED – that signage be installed at Bamaluz to advise of alternative dog walking 

locations and to ask for neighbourliness in trying to avoid excessive dog noise nuisance, and to 

review the information on the town council and Visit St Ives websites regarding the amenities for 

dog walking in St Ives in the summer. 

 

It was noted that the online petition had passed the 1,000
th

 petitioner and so this was reported to 

the committee for information. 

 

The matter was discussed, it was noted that the wording on the petition was not accurate (with 

only two dog permitted beaches listed when there were three, and the fact that there is limited 

access for dog walkers on the Harbour Beach), feedback in the last year had demonstrated that 

the tourism trade and local economy remained strong.  The Beach Dog Control Orders had been 

brought in in response to an identified problem and had been a qualitive rather than a quantitive 

decision and so numbers of petitioners on either side did not in themselves necessitate a review. 

 

 

 The Clerk reported that a replacement sign had been installed at Porthkidney due to vandalism, 

and that a new freestanding sign had been purchased for the Harbour Beach. 

  

C&E.30 NEIGHBOURHOOD  PLAN  UPDATE 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan Project Officer attended the meeting for this item to present an update 

on progress with the neighbourhood plan.  Draft policies would be presented to the Council on 

25 September and there were plans for further meetings to enable the policy ideas to be 

developed during the October consultation period. 

 

Copies of draft implementation and monitoring documents were circulated to committee 

members for information, with an invitation for committee members or other councillors to meet 

with the project officer to discuss the proposals for implementing and monitoring the plan.    

Councillor Nicholls volunteered, also the Clerk, and an invitation to be extended to all 
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councillors, especially members of the Planning Committee. 

 

RESOLVED – that a working group meeting as set out above be arranged, and for a decision on 

the type and number of meetings with the town council to consult on the draft policies be agreed 

following the informal meeting of the council to be held on 25 September. 

 

 

C&E.31 DECORATIVE LIGHTS UPDATE 

 

 Councillor Tulley reported on a meeting of the Decorative Lights Association held earlier in the 

day, and reported that he had impressed upon them the importance of submitting the specific 

documents and information requested by Cornwall Council.  The Association had advised that 

documents / information would be provided to the Clerk’s office early next week. 

 

The Clerk reported that Cornwall Council’s technical and legal teams were keen for the transfer 

to be completed as soon as possible, but that specific information to support the seasonal lights 

application had to be submitted. 

 

 RESOLVED – that the update be noted. 

 

 

C&E.32 NEW DOG WASTE BINS 

 Members considered the report which included initial suggestions from Cornwall Council’s 

Waste and Recycling Officer and noted that he had given an undertaking to review the existing 

provision and work with the town council to make improvements by better locating existing bins 

in the first instance. 

 

 RESOLVED – that the update be noted. 

 

C&E.33 SEAGULL ATTACKS 

 Members considered the Clerk’s report circulated prior to the meeting.   
 

It was noted that the seagull nuisance issue had been considered in depth over recent years.  

During discussion the following points were made: 

 

 the problem was caused by people eating food in the open, unshielded and so he called 

for more extensive signage to advise that when eating outdoors, food should be shielded.   
 

 signs should include advice from the RSPB that it was not goof for gulls to feed them. 
 

 noted the means by which awareness is being raised – the town council’s advice leaflet, 

the schools poster competition, seagull proof bags, etc. 

 

It was noted that this item was on the agenda at the request of Councillor Glanville but that no 

proposal had been offered. 

  

 RECOMMENDED to Council – that the seagull warning signs be relocated at key locations 

around the town, at car parks etc, advising to keep food shielded and to dispose of food 

wrappings in litter bins, to continue with the signage and education programme. 
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C&E.34 ST IVES TAXI RANK PROVISION 

 Members considered the Clerk’s report and agreed that the way forward was to re-start 

discussions on potential taxi ranks. 

 

 RESOLVED – that a meeting be called with representatives from the police, taxi trade, 

Licensing and town councillors  (Councillors Tulley and Andrewes volunteered to attend.) 

 

 

C&E.35 LELANT BUS SHELTER – UPDATE 

 Members considered the Clerk’s update and noted that the property owners next to the proposed 

bus shelter site had been consulted, and that a decision from Cornwall Council was awaited on 

the grant application. 

 

Councillor Andrewes offered to check with the local Ward Member to pursue a decision date for 

the grant application.  Efforts would be made to install the shelter as soon as possible, funded by 

the grant funding if available, to enable remaining budget to be allocated to another of the high 

priority locations. 

 

 RESOLVED – that as there had previously been a decision to install the shelter, efforts would be 

made to do so with grant funding, but if not forthcoming, then arrangements be made to install 

the shelter funded by the town council. 

 

 

C&E.36 BUS SHELTER REQUEST FROM ST IVES SCHOOL 

 Members considered the suggestion from Councillor Douglass that the town council contribute a 

third of the funding if the school and Cornwall Council / the bus company were also able to 

contribute a third each. 

 

 RECOMMENDED to Council – that the proposal for the Council to contribute a third of the 

cost of a bus shelter at St Ives School be approved, provided it was match funded by the School 

and Cornwall Council / the bus company. 

 

 

C&E.37 RE-MAPPING ST IVES 

 Members considered the papers previously circulated and following discussion it was agreed that 

the council was in favour of ensuring that the town was as accessible as possible. 

 

RESOLVED – that Joanna Mayes be invited to attend an informal meeting with interested 

councillors to establish what was being requested of the council. 

 

 

C&E.38 PEDESTRIAN SIGNAGE 

 It was noted that the meeting had yet to be arranged and that a report would be brought to the 

next meeting of this committee. 
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C&E.39 WALKABOUT 

 In response to a request by Councillor Laity, it was 

 RESOLVED – that a walkabout of the town be held in May 2015. 

 

 

C&E.40 INSTALLATION OF ROUNDABOUT AT PALEMON BEST RECREATION GROUND 

 It was noted that this was being investigated and would be reported to the next meeting of this 

committee. 

  

C&E.41 COMPLAINT RAISED IN CORRESPONDENCE – NATURIST USE OF PORTHKIDNEY 

SANDS 

 

It was noted that this had been referred by a member of the public who had already been 

informed that this was a police matter.  The police had also been informed. 

 

 RESOLVED – that no further action be taken. 

 

 

C&E.42 COMPLAINT RAISED IN CORRESPONDENCE – PARKING IN CHURCH ROAD, 

LELANT AND A CALL FOR DOUBLE YELLOW LINES 

 

 A written request for increased double yellow lines was considered and it was noted that C.Cllr 

Penhaligon had previously looked into this and had determined that there was not sufficient call 

for double yellow lines in this area. 

 

 RESOLVED – that no further action be taken. 

 

 

C&E.43 ST  IVES  BREATHERS  GROUP 

 Councillor Armstrong reported on a newly formed group to help people suffering with heart 

problems and who were seeking start up funding.  The project was already gathering momentum, 

with referrals from the Stennack Surgery. 

 

It was noted that this group was in existence and might be approaching the town council and 

other funders as they work to get established. 

  

 

C&E.44 MAKING  OF  PUBLIC  PATH  ORDER  -  LAND  AT  GONWIN  MANOR  AND  

ENVIRONS 

 

 Members considered the papers circulated with the agenda.   

 

RESOLVED  - that no objection be raised to the making of the public path order. 
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C&E.45 HELICOPTER  FLIGHTS 

 It was noted that complaints had again been received regarding the summer pleasure helicopter 

flights, but that the town council had no jurisdiction over these activities.  There had been reports 

of people being adversely affected and of farmers animals being distressed.  A request had been 

made for route changes and for the flights to be at a higher altitude. 

 

It was noted that the helicopter operator had previously met with town councillors and had 

agreed to some steps to mitigate particular problems, and so there was the potential for aggrieved 

persons to contact the landowner or helicopter operator directly. 

 

There was concern that the flights caused significant distress to local residents and brought no 

local benefit.  Early claims by the company that a quiet helicopter would be used had not been 

adhered to. 

 

Members considered advising aggrieved people to complain to the Civil Aviation Authority and 

to seek to investigate whether action could be taken to remove the 28 day rule in an Article 4 

Area.  It was noted that there was the potential to enforce their touting and flyposting activities. 

 

It was agreed that part of the town council’s stance against the flights, that tickets should not be 

sold in the Information Centre.   

 

RESOLVED –  that the environmental health issue be further explored (nuisance issues and 

distress to farm animals) and that touting should be enforced against, and for the flights not to be 

promoted through the Visit St Ives Information Centre.   (Councillor Andrewes offered to follow 

up the environmental health matters.) 

 

 

C&E.46 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 

 RESOLVED  - that in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960 (as 

extended by s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the press and public be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of the following matters on the grounds that it involves the 

likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local 

Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the item. 

 

 

C&E.47 SECURITY OF ITEM, PREVIOUSLY CONSIDERED AT COUNCIL   (Paragraph 3) 

 

It was noted that this matter was ongoing and that an update would be provided at a later date. 

 

 

C&E.48 QUOTE  FOR  REPAIRS – SKATE  RAMPS   (Paragraph 3) 

 

Members considered the quote received and took into account longer term aspirations to replace 

the equipment at the skatepark. 

 

It was agreed that a meeting be held with skatepark users to seek to establish their plans for 

longer term aspirations. 

 

Members were keen for the facilities to be maintained in good and safe condition. 
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 RECOMMENDED – that the repairs be implemented and that funds be sourced either from 

Reserves, the local members Community Chest fund, or both. 

 

 

C&E.49 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting to be held on Thursday 30 October 2014. 

 

 

 Meeting closed at 8.49 pm                             Chairman 

 


