
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Community & Environment Committee held in the Committee 

Room of the Guildhall St Ives on Thursday 5 March 2020 at 7.00pm  

  

PRESENT 

Chairman – Councillor T Williams  

Vice Chairman – Councillor J Griffin  

 

 COUNCILLORS 

 Andrewes T 

Arthur K 

Burton P 

Griffin J 

Harris A 

Henry R 

 

Messenger K 

Tulley R 

Nicholls C 

 

  

 IN ATTENDANCE 

Vanessa Luckwell – Community Link Officer 

Councillor Mitchell until item C&E. 69 

 

 OFFICERS 

Deputy Town Clerk 

Administration Support 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

None 

 

C&E.66 MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED – that the Chairman signs as a true and correct record the minutes of the 

meeting of the Committee held on 9 January 2020. 

 

C&E.67 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman announced that the next ‘Free For All’ will take place before the next 

meeting on the 4 April at 10am.  

 

C&E.68 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

None 

 

C&E.69 UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY LINK OFFICER (CORNWALL COUNCIL) 

 The Community Link Officer updated the Committee on the following matters:  

• She commended the Deputy Mayor and Council on the Youth Summit as a good 

event, which was well attended.  

• Cornwall Council Climate Change Cluster events update – the Penzance event at 

St John’s Hall had been postponed (the new date was likely to be Sunday 29 

March) 

• Membership of the Town Deal Board was being finalised. The first meeting will be 

held on 21 March 2020. 

• The Hayle and St Ives Community Network Panel meeting is on Monday 16 

March. The agenda will cover: Intro to the work of the Hayle Brass Band; Update 

from Cornwall Council Family Partnership work; Update from Cornwall Council 

Public Transport team on the new bus contract for Cornwall;  

• The forthcoming Tour of Britain meeting will focus on engaging local community 

groups. There is also a charity amateur race the day before the official ‘Tour of 
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Britain’ cycle race. 

• Cllr Mitchell informed the committee that the planned reduction in bus fares will 

now happen from September and will run for 4 years. 

 

C&E.70 UPDATE FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 

 

 None 

C&E.71 DECLARATION OF COUNCILLOR/OFFICER INTERESTS 

 

 

None 

C&E.72 OFFICER’S UPDATE REPORT  

 

 

 

The Chairman proposed that all completed items be removed and thanked the staff for 

actioning the items. The Committee considered the report and requested that the 

following amendments be made.  

 

C&E. 25, 26 and 46: resolutions in relation to Youth Provision and St Ives Bay Youth 

Council be merged. 

 

 C&E 45 & 23 Adventure 001 Helicopter Flights. The Deputy Town Clerk advised that 

Towednack Parish Council have resolved not to support the proposal as the Council 

felt that the scale of charitable donations raised outweighed the short period of noise 

nuisance. 

 

The Committee resolved in the light of this to send out a letter in accordance with the 

previous recommendation. 

 

 C&E 24 & 31 Palemon Best Planting Scheme:  

The Chairman provided a verbal update explaining that works were well underway. 

She commended the Amenities team for their  hard work and following clearance the 

second phase of work could begin.  This would involve tree works to take place in 

April to address ash dieback and the community would be notified before works 

commenced.  

 

 RESOLVED – that subject to the above amendments, the report be noted.  

C&E.73 DOG FOULING IN THE ST IVES AREA 

 

 The Chairman advised the Committee that a member of the public. due to present this 

item to the Committee, had sent her apologies. She had asked that she be able to meet 

with a smaller group of members to take forward her proposals. These included the 

use of community volunteers to encourage responsible dog ownership and the 

development of joint promotional material.  

 

Members raised some questions about how the scheme would work in practice but 

agreed that a smaller meeting could explore the proposals in more detail.  

  

 RESOLVED - that the Committee Chairman, Vice Chairman, together with the Mayor 

and the Deputy Town Clerk meet with the member of the public concerned to discuss 
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their proposals. 

 

C&E.74 PALEMON BEST SKATEPARK PROJECT UPDATE 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk introduced the report. It was confirmed that the next key 

milestones were to apply for major grant funding from the National Lottery / Sport 

England and for planning permission.  

 

Members debated the report’s recommendations and whether the Town Council 

should be the lead grant applicant and submit the planning application and explored 

the risks and costs of doing so. The Deputy Town Clerk explained that the full costs of 

submitting the application were not yet known as a number of technical reports might 

be required. For this reason, the Council might wish to commit to fund only the 

application fees at this stage. As part of the planning application, there would be a 

further public consultation on the detailed designs. 

 

Councillors were reminded that, whilst the section 106 financial contribution from 

Cornwall Council was due to be spent at the recreation ground, the Council had not 

formally resolved to allocate the funds to the skatepark project and it was proposed 

that the Committee did so.  

 

In response to a further question, it was confirmed that, as a permanent structure, the 

skatepark would be owned by the Palemon Best Charitable Trust as landowners. But 

in accordance with the current management arrangements, the Town Council would 

have on-going responsibility for the maintenance of the site. 

 

 RESOLVED - that the Committee note the progress made to date and RECOMMEND 

to Council that it:  

 

i. Submit a planning application on behalf of the project and pay for the planning 

fee, subject to the skatepark group funding any associated report fees and 

undertaking public consultation on the designs and the project  

ii. Confirm its agreement in principle to be the sole (or partner) applicant to any 

external funding bid with any outcome, together with funding conditions, being 

brought back to Council for final acceptance  

iii. Confirm its agreement in principle to let a contract for the works to build the 

park (subject to securing specialist advice in relation to VAT and contractual 

terms) with detailed advice being available to inform any future discussion 

about the contract  and procurement arrangements before a final decision is 

taken. 

iv. Confirm that the s106 contribution of £57,000 received from the Camaret 

Gardens development towards the cost of providing or improving facilities at 

Palemon Best recreation ground be formally allocated to the skatepark project.  

 

C&E.75 ST IVES CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk explained that the principle of reviving the initiative was 

agreed at the last meeting of Council but the report on this agenda set out detailed 

arrangements.  

 

The Committee debated the proposals and the following points were raised  

• The merits of three categories  
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• How the business category might work in practice  

• The role of the selection panel  

• Whether the level of prize money was sufficient 

 

A motion proposing that the Town Council match the BID prize offer of £50 with a 

total prize per category of £100 was carried. 

 

 RESOLVED – that the terms for the Citizen of the Year award be approved subject to 

  

• the Council matching BID’s £50 prize money for each category of winner in 

order to uplift each individual prize to £100 to be funded from existing 

Community budgets 

• Detailed arrangements being delegated to the Deputy Town Clerk as part of the 

annual electors meeting process.  

 

C&E.76 TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE REVIEW 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk introduced the report explaining that the Council’s website 

was a critical modern communication tool. It made the Council more efficient in 

assisting with enquiries from members of the public quickly and it also helped the 

Council meet its legal requirements for information sharing and transparency.  

 

The website was not just poorly designed but was increasingly lacking in functionality 

because the templates used to design it no longer worked well with the recent updates 

from wordpress and it was not fit for purpose.  

 

 RESOLVED - that the Committee  

i) Support the proposed redesign of the Council’s website  

ii) Agree the proposed project management approach and  

iii) RECOMMEND – to Council that up to £5,000 be identified to fund the project 

in 2020-21 

C&E.77 CORNWALL COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CLIMATE CHANGE 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT 

 

 Cornwall Council had developed a comprehensive action plan of measures to tackle 

climate change. One of these was the early progress of a development plan document 

(DPD). A DPD, when consulted upon and adopted, carried significant weight in 

making planning decisions. Cornwall Council were consulting towns and parish 

councils at an early stage about a DPD and what kinds of policies it might include. It 

was progressing this in a number of ways including consultation events and specific 

requests to towns with Neighbourhood Development Plans in place or in progress 

about the extent to which climate change was included in those plans. It also wanted 

views about individual policies in relation to coastal erosion and wind turbine sites.  

 

Members welcomed the initiative but recognised it was a very broad agenda. Possible 

topics included the importance of sustainable technologies and design in new 

buildings, renewable energy and protection for sensitive landscape designations and 

the dark skies initiative. It was suggested that this be discussed by the Neighbourhood 

Plan Review Group. 
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 RESOLVED - that the Committee  

 

i) Nominate Councillors Williams and Harris to attend the forthcoming cluster 

consultation meeting, to be held in Penzance on the 29 March with an open 

invitation to all councillors to attend one of the dates. 

ii) Request that the Committee Chairman, in consultation with the Chairman of 

the Planning Committee and the Deputy Town Clerk, prepare a response to 

Cornwall Council’s consultation on specific local climate change policies 

iii) Invite representatives from Hayle and Penzance Town Council neighbourhood 

plan and climate change working groups to attend a meeting to explore scope 

for a joint response or common policy solutions.  

iv) Arrange a Neighbourhood Plan Review Group meeting to discuss the matter.  

 

C&E.78 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY 

(CIL) POLICY 

 

 The Deputy Town Clerk explained the principles of the Community Infrastructure 

Levy (CIL) system which in part replaced s106 planning contributions. Cornwall 

Council collected the payments in relation to new developments. As a local council 

with an adopted neighbourhood plan, the Town Council was entitled to a share of 

funds which were collected in the parish. Amounts would be allocated twice a year in 

October and April. The Town Council had received the first sum of £465 in October.  

 

It was recognised that the sum was small and it would be difficult to identify priority 

projects as it was impossible to forecast when payments would be made and collected 

as they were linked to stages of development. The Committee felt on balance that it 

was better to monitor the collection of funds for a longer period and then recommend 

to Council a policy for their allocation. The Committee acknowledged that there was a 

time limit for when funds had to be spent but this was 5 years.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Committee  

 

i) Monitor payments over the next two payment dates in 2020-21 (April and 

October) to create a better understanding of the likely scale of the funding pot 

ii) Following the October 2020 deadline, RECOMMEND to Council a policy 

approach for the allocation of existing funds or a commitment to save towards 

a specific policy priority  

iii) Ensure that the first annual report is submitted to Cornwall Council following 

the October decision. 

 

C&E. 79 FINANCE REPORT 

 The finance report was considered by the Committee. 

 

 RESOLVED - that the report be noted. 

 

C&E. 80 REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

 

 CORRESPONDENCE: WASTE MANAGEMENT – CORNWALL COUNCIL 

REMOVAL OF RECYLING BANKS 

 Members queried whether this report should have been an item for decision, given that 

there was an option for local councils to take over the running of recycling facilities. 

The Committee expressed concerns that this facility was being removed, given that the 
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geography of the town could in some instances limit access to kerbside collections and 

this was the only carpark site in the town with a facility.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Committee respond to Cornwall Council expressing concern 

about the loss of the facility and requesting more time to investigate options for 

keeping the facility with Town Council funding.  

 

  

Meeting ended at 20.35 pm 

 

 


