
 
 

           
 
Dear All 
 

Are you missing our lovely library as much as we are? St Ives Library staff remain working, but mainly at home.  Efforts 
to operate a real book loan service, either by dropping off or collecting are ongoing, but have been unsuccessful to 
date.  Cornwall Libraries has investigated ‘Risks V Rewards’ – and the risk factors outweigh the rewards.  Reading 
material can still be accessed however – so keep reading and keep safe. 
 

The ‘Virtual Book Club’ via ‘ZOOM’ is up and running – but do not feel left out as anyone can join at any time.  

Virtual meetings take place every Wednesday at 2pm. Our contact details remain the same: stivesfosil@gmail.com 
 

FOSIL Committee: 
Janet Axten  Val Clayson  Jane Dews  Tricia Friskney-Adams  Gill Malcolm  Anna Martin  Margaret Notman 

Phil Saward  Ann Wilcox 
 

 

Continuing our series of Artworks currently in 
St Ives Library: 

 

SIR GEORGE FRAMPTON, R.A. (1860-1928) 
BUST OF JOHN PASSMORE EDWARDS, 1899 
Marble, Height 70cms 
 

The second in our series of art works in the 
Library is a sculpture which has not been in the 
building for very long. It was presented to St Ives 
Library by Cornwall County Council at the time of 
the 2007 renovation, and it stands in the corner 
window of the Greta Williams Community Room, 
on the first floor, looking out over Tregenna Place 
and Gabriel Street. 
 

The subject of the sculpture, John Passmore 
Edwards, was a Cornish philanthropist and 
benefactor. During his lifetime he provided money 
to set up many libraries and other public buildings 
in Cornwall and the south of England, including 
our own library here in St Ives. Passmore 
Edwards was born in Blackwater in 1823, his 
father being a carpenter. He later recalled that 
when he was young there were few books 
available to young people like himself. After 
leaving school he became a journalist and then a 
publisher. He was a lifelong champion of the 
working classes and put his money into projects 
that would educate the general public. He died in 
1911, after having raised funding for seventy 
public buildings, most of them still used for their 
original purpose. 
 

Sir George Frampton was a leading 19th century 
sculptor who is best known for his statue of Peter 
Pan in Kensington Gardens, London. The bust of 
John Passmore Edwards was commissioned by 
the Borough of Shoreditch in recognition of the 
philanthropist’s generosity in financing two free 
public libraries in that district of London. Before it 
was placed in Hoxton Public Library it was shown 
at the Bristol Academy - ‘Works of Modern Artists’ 
exhibition. Sadly, the library was severely bombed 
during the Second World War and it was thought 
that the sculpture had sustained serious damage.  
 

 

 

 
However, it was restored at West Dean College of Arts & 
Conservation in Chichester, West Sussex. 
 

The National Portrait Gallery states that Mr Knighton Berry 
acquired the sculpture around 2006 and donated it to Cornwall 
County Council, knowing of the philanthropist’s close ties with 
the county. The decision was made by the Council to present it 
to St Ives, where it has pride of place.  
 

Janet Axten                
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What Are Reading? 
 

  

 
 

Reviewd by Alice Harandon  
@ St Ives Bookseller 

 

 

Tin Man – Sarah Winman 
 

I had really enjoyed Sarah’s previous two, very different, books When God 
was a Rabbit and A Year of Marvellous Ways, but was unsure about 
starting this one as the blurb was quite vague. But I am so pleased I did – 
it’s a short book which packs a powerful punch. 
 

It follows the growing relationship between Ellis and Michael, from their 
youth to young men – we see the boys create their own world of cycling, 
swimming and art in 1960s Oxford, a world that eventually graduates from 
intense friendship into romantic love. 
 

Art is an important theme, but it doesn't overtake the human and very 
emotional aspects of the story. From deep discussions with Ellis' mother 
about Van Gogh and the sunflower painting she keeps hung in their 
house, to Ellis' passion for drawing that is crushed by his father's 
insistence that he work in a car factory, art plays a huge role in the story. 
 

Much of the novel's setting is in a time that, to our standards, is unfriendly 
to boys who like art and reading, and even less friendly to boys who might 
like other boys. But as we discover early on, these events are a decade 
old: it is now 1996 and Ellis is a grown man married to Annie and Michael 
is nowhere to be seen. Which leads us to question, what has happened in 
the intervening years? 
 

A beautifully written but quick read this is an incredibly tender and moving 
story about love. 
 

 
 

St Ives Booksellers is ‘open’ for business 
Go to http://www.stives-bookseller.co.uk/ to order online or email directly 

stivesbookseller@mabecronbooks.co.uk 
 

Please email your Book Review and / or Recommendation to:  stivesfosil@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

http://www.stives-bookseller.co.uk/
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Everyone is reading more! 
 

Guardian Article Friday 24th April 2020 
 

 
 

 
 

             
 

Cornish Folk Music of the 1960s 
By Phil Saward 

 
I hope some of you enjoyed the John the Fish video mentioned in the last newsletter. Here are links to the films that 
were shown following John’s talk / interview at that FOSIL event in 2018. They are all quite short, with none running 
over ten minutes each: 
 

John the Fish – The Father of Cornish Folk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9f0Hj7mzNQ&t=14s  
Fish shares some memories of his folk music career, including a quick look at the Count House, Botallack in more 
recent times – now owned by the National Trust, it was the first home of the 1960s Cornish folk movement and well 
worth visiting today for the great views, mining history and pasties! 
 

Ralph McTell – The Early Years of The Folk Cottage: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdyT2Nva-hE 
Ralph McTell introduces some vintage footage by the Newquay Film Society from around 1967, concerning the 
Folk Cottage in Mitchell. This was initially set up by a couple of Count House regulars who wanted a folk club 
nearer to where they lived in the Newquay area. Features short performances by John Sleep, Gerry Lockran, John 
the Fish and Ralph McTell’s Jug Band. Try and spot some brief shots of a very young Brenda Wootton. 
 

Wizz Jones – BBC Tonight programme 1960: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDsQSOf6_ow 
Another classic folk item, this time from the BBC television archives of 1960. Cliff Michelmore, presenter of the 
famous “Tonight” programme, introduces a report from Alan Whicker who is sent to investigate the current ‘Beatnik 
problem’ in Newquay. Wizz Jones provides two songs with cleverly altered lyrics to suit the subject in hand. I am 
sure several interviews will amuse but please note this is not an old Monty Python sketch! 
If you are interested in finding out more about this golden age of Cornish folk music, I can thoroughly recommend 
Rupert White’s book “Folk in Cornwall – music and musicians of the sixties revival” (Antenna Publications 2013).  

 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9f0Hj7mzNQ&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdyT2Nva-hE
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Poetry 
 

Did anyone investigate the origin of the Kathleen O’Meara Poem ‘ And the People Stayed Home’? 
A question came our way: 

What happened during the 1800s that had relevance to our own experiences and lockdown?   
After a little bit of research, the suggestion is that the author of the poem is Kitty O’Meara (also known as Kathleen 
– hence the confusion), a retired teacher from the city of Madison, in Wisconsin. She turned to writing in an effort to 

curb her own anxiety amid the nerve-wracking news of the COVID-19 pandemic. The result, which she posted to 
her personal Facebook, has been widely read across the world offering hope that something good can come out of 

this collective state of "together, apart." 
 

Meanwhile – John & Tricia have been sharing ditties again 
 

 

 

The Island 
 

On The Island early in the day 
You may witness the early morning SHOUT 

At the moment it has to be that way 
It’s not the lifeboat going out. 

 

Social distancing must be just so 
To converse at least 12 ft away. 

We raise our voices and with gusto 
Relate our thoughts this way. 

 

The back to lockdown once again 
To rack our brains for things to do 

Cleaning, painting anything to keep us sane 
Come on folks, chin up, be positive, don’t be blue 

 
A Flash of White 

 

A flash of white 
Dropping like a stone 
Wing folded – Splash 

Another kill. 
 

A movement, a glimpse 
Diamond shape slithers 

Into the undergrowth 
Shy of man 

 

Ahead a man 
Oblivious of all around 

On his iphone. 
 

Sees Nothing.   
 

‘GROGNON’  JH 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Turnstones 
 

I like those little turnstone birds 
It is about the way they trot 

They scurry up and down The Wharf 
And I stare at them – a lot 

 

They are not like nasty seagulls 
Who tend to steal your food 

Who swoop down unexpectantly 
And put you in a bad mood. 

 

I also like watching gannets 
As they dive vertically into the sea 

They are so agile in the water 
Nothing like you or me 

 

But it is the turnstones that attract me 
And make me waste my day 

They are such friendly relaxing creatures 
In every single way 

 

They seem to have lots of friends 
Together they swerve and sway 

They go around in groups or gangs 
With whom they spend their day(s). 

 

Yes – I like those little turnstones 
Who can trot on land or swoop out at sea 

To not be socially isolated 
Like you, or unfortunately, me. 

 

Tricia (Inspired by JH) 
 

 

                                                                                              
 

 

Are you having problems accessing 
‘Borrow Box’? 

Go to: Cornwall.gov.uk/library page to access the 
instructional video. 

 

 



 
 

The National Theatre At Home 
 

Simply search for  ‘National Theatre At Home’ and follow the link for free access (You Tube) 
Available to all for a week. 

 

 

Antony & Cleopatra by William Shakespeare 
 

Simon Godwin’s 2018 production of Antony & Cleopatra, 
starring Ralph Fiennes and Sophie Okonedo.  Both actors were 
awarded the top prizes at the ‘Evening Standard Theatre 
Awards’ for their performances as passionate lovers divided by 
politics. 
 

Well worth investigating, despite mixed reviews: 
 

‘…isn’t an easy play.  It’s long, it spans a love affair and a civil 
war, and its two protagonists who are meant to be so in love 
they are willing to give up the world for each other, spend most 
of its duration quarrelling. It also contains some of the most 
sublime poetry in Shakespeare and two epic tragic parts.’ 
 

              What’s On Stage September 2018 
 

 

 

Handwashing – The Macbeth Method 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Book Recommendation 
 

This one is for the novel ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens, recommended by St Ives Town Clerk Louise 
Dwelly. 

"The book is set in mid-century poor America along the coastline of North Carolina an area of villages, lakes, hidden 
creeks and marshes. It is the story of Kya, living almost destitute as one by one her family leave. She grows up alone 
with only the birds and animals of the marsh for company. It is an intense celebration of the natural world. But as a 
book it has everything : it is a coming of age story, a love story but also has a mystery at its heart as when a popular 
young man in the town is murdered all fingers point to marsh girl ... lyrical, beautiful magical and sad and of course 
at the end, a final twist.... " 

At the moment the only way to read the book through the library is by reserving a paper copy of the book, however 
there is so much buzz about this book, we would recommend getting your name down on the list right away. The 
online reservation system is still working, though the books will not be available until the library is reopened. 
 

 
 



 
 

OLD VICARAGE FLATS - STREET AN POL 
 

 
 
 
If it had not been for the Covid-19 lockdown, the St Ives Archive talk last Monday 1st May would have been on the 
history of the Old Vicarage Flats and surrounding area. Sadly, this could not take place. 
 

This old building in the heart of St Ives, adjacent to the Guildhall and now in a rather neglected state, is the focus of 
a community project. Acquired recently by the Community Land Trust it is planned to create six affordable apartments 
for local people. 
 

At the beginning of the year the Community Land Trust asked St Ives Archive to put together the history of the building 
and its role, so far, in the life of St Ives. Over the past few months extensive research, including at the new Kresen 
Kernow centre in Redruth, has shown that it has had an interesting history. 
 

The building, planned as early as 1835, consisting of just two storeys, and costing a total of £900, was originally 
known as the Parsonage. It was the home to a succession of what were known as Perpetual Curates, and then 
Vicars of St Ives. It was paid for out of church funds, together with some local input. 
 

Early in the twentieth century there were complaints by the clergy that the building was old fashioned and not large 
enough, and so in 1912 it was modernised; a third storey was built. Again, some money for the cost of this came 
from the diocese while Sir Edward Hain, set up a local fundraising campaign. 
 

The building was used as a vicarage until the early 1950s when a new, modern vicarage was built at the rear of the 
memorial garden for Canon Jenkin and his family. The old building was acquired by St Ives Borough Council, and 
was converted into four flats, while the ground floor was taken over by Cornwall County Council. It became a nursery 
and space for use by local organisations. 
 

In trying to piece together the later history of the building St Ives Archive is looking for memories of this building: did 
you or your children go to the nursery? Did you attend WI or other organisations? Did you live in one of the flats, or 
know someone who did? Have you any photographs of the building (inside or out) and activities that took place there? 
 

If you can help, please get in touch with the Archive on admin@stivesarchive.org  Or leave a telephone message on 
01736 796048. Although the Archive is closed for the present time, someone goes regularly to pick up messages. If 
you would like to see a short film about the project you can find it on:  https://youtu.be/_-601GTr2ec   
Very many thanks. 
 

Janet Axten 
Heritage Manager, St Ives Archive 

 
 
 

stivesfosil@gmail.com 
 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
 

mailto:admin@stivesarchive.org
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