
 
 

           
 

Remember – the library is getting new books all the time. You cannot browse 

the shelves at the moment, but there are still a lot of books to choose from if you 

want to come into the library. Books can be sourced for you quickly if they are 

not in stock (on the shelved).  Order popular books as soon you can to get to 

the top of the reservation list. 

St Ives Library Opening Hours 

9.30am – 4.00pm Monday – Saturday 

Email: stives.library@LIScornwall.org.uk 

               Tel: 01736 796297 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Do you know someone who might be interested 
in our courses but struggles with computers or 

can't access the internet? 
Below are some of our free course tasters that they 

can join via telephone.      
 

Will lock-down present opportunities for 
environmental improvement?  

04/08 at 19:00 https://bit.ly/2WZhS2h 
 

What is Heritage  
12/08 at 10:30 https://bit.ly/3f1wpRe 

 
The Life and Work of Friedrich Nietzsche 

07/09 at 13:00 https://bit.ly/3jGHmeG 
 

How to Prepare for a Big Event Using NLP  
10/09 at 16:0 https://bit.ly/2WUy84v 

 
Religious Music - Popular music of the 1960-80's 

22/09 at 15:00 https://bit.ly/2D9Vj3M 
 

                                                                               
 

 

FOSIL News & Views VIIII 
30th July 2020 

 

 

 
 

Are you struggling to find courses to attend? 
 

Do not forget to investigate the WEA – online courses and 
now courses via the telephone! 

 

mailto:stives.library@LIScornwall.org.uk
https://bit.ly/2WZhS2h
https://bit.ly/3f1wpRe
https://bit.ly/3jGHmeG
https://bit.ly/2WUy84v
https://bit.ly/2D9Vj3M
https://www.facebook.com/StIvesLibrary/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARCwrUysze_QKrmrW0qCWyPyDXcnrWn_KBi8L_ATMLxr4S_Z9nwfrceeU9v0MSUUKPRIXmc05zBBGf0O&hc_ref=ARRg0f6qWmkwBUaHyWPHiSizvpNJE2wGh0dsRT3x7POT8aqIGPWOucvaZFI1Q3-BLOE&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCTocUdcorpdCG1lGRUdwuifJF1usTVecZtPvmmer2pnUGhgDJ8aCUnBlN-Pn9ZaETgqRFV3DtVRWKSIsHeKlY01N09ZVFrT5pEyChbEvFl0Af6s9GRkE9sWb26il7KAb3bFdbrz7di9TV_zZbcYtyPwbpWQcWMo6Kk3mL-WkXY3BQD8cS50PRxMJPOL-W9n0sTL1D_6rsqyvTdbMWFOJJOytCqfrQKJeSe5azObGjkAmCAzM16fTTC692hDph7to7LoQiHnICqUB1JatIBdevLd1E1HN34vopbTMozS-MY0UlNp7wlYYMwC6qfkM7vwRjGozq7QxBTBYuFUBnJKejl9w


 
 

Goudie Charles of Hayle - Bass player, guitarist and arranger (1936 – 2016) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Goudie Charles at the Folk Cottage, 
Mitchell during the Jazz Roots residency 

1968 

 Goudie Charles worked for many years on the 

Cornish music scene, covering modern, free and 

improvised jazz, but also more commercial areas 

especially after he became resident in West Penwith 

during the 1960s. I met him in the mid-1970s at his 

record shop in Pratt's Market, Hayle and offer a few 

glimpses into his varied career - more details can be 

found in the St Ives Archive. 

Originally a guitarist before settling on bass (mainly 

acoustic double but also electric), his early London 

jazz music background included running his own 

Quintet which had the infamous Graham Bond on sax 

in the line-up for the best part of 1959 and doing a 

few gigs with Peter ‘Ginger’ Baker on “very loud 

drums”!  Goudie formed a Cornish-based jazz group 

 

 

 

to play the area which included the very first gigs at the Count House at Botallack in 1964 before it settled down to 
become a full-on folk club. He was later to establish a Thursday night residency at the Folk Cottage in Mitchell with 
his band 'Jazz Roots' - personnel varied over the years but stalwarts included Tony Dickinson (vibes), John Cox 
(saxes/flute), John Knight (guitar), Jim King (drums) and Frank Perry (drums). 
 
Goudie had first met the painter/saxophonist Alan Davie via Dennis Raye (saxophonist) who ran the 'first modern 

jazz club in Cornwall' at the Penzance Winter Gardens in 1963 when they all ended up on a jam session. Goudie 

actually moved away from the county for a couple of years but hooked up with Alan again on his return in 1968, 

leading to the recording of 'The Alan Davie Music Workshop'  LP (1970). This group including classical 

pianist/composer Doug Cook, stretched the boundaries of  improvised music using 'toys' such as whistles, bells and 

teapots in addition to regular instruments. 

Jazz Roots began having a guest vocalist, the talented Kris Gayle and she helped Goudie establish modern jazz 

nights at the legendary Jazz and Folk Cellar held under the Railway Hotel (now the Longboat Inn) in Penzance 

between 1969-1971. They hosted some superb jazz players such as Alan Skidmore, Mike Osborne Trio (with Louis 

Moholo and Harry Miller) and Mike Westbrook Band. 

Kris began to sing with 'Matrix' (Goudie/John Cox/John Knight + John Seater, drums) in 1973 and    married Goudie 

in Penzance, December 1974 - band: lasted 3 years, marriage: rest of Goudie's life! The Kris Gayle Band followed 

with Goudie switching from double bass to electric, and they finally formed 'Gayle Force', a very popular gigging 

band that lasted until 1979, producing one cassette. 

Goudie's truer jazz pursuits were 'Mastermind' with John Cox and Jim King, plus a group with Ron Smith (sax) who 

ran a club in Falmouth during the late 1970s, which included Tom Parry on drums. Another highlight was playing 

with Don Rendell at the very first St Ives September Festival in 1978 when Jazz Roots also performed with Kris 

headlining the Festival Ball - both gigs in the Guildhall. 

Extreme back problems in 1984 forced Goudie to stop playing for over a year but he gradually returned. 1988 saw 

pianist/painter Ralph Freeman move to St Ives and the two worked together for many years. Ralph helped to 

establish the St Ives Jazz Club (opened June 1998) and this combined with the return of John Cox to Cornwall 

tempted Goudie out of his then semi-retirement to play a few gigs again. Kris also returned to singing after a long 

break, finding success with her 2008 CD '8.00 am' mostly arranged by pianist Viv Rodd, but it also had a Charlie 

Parker medley by Goudie. 

Dogged by back problems/illness in later life, Goudie had started his musical memoirs - extracts can be found in the 
St Ives Archive along with photos from his career, kindly supplied by Kris Gayle who still sings in bands and runs a 
local choir today. Goudie also donated a programme of the 1970 St Ives Festival/Gathering, at which he played - an 
almost forgotten event, but it was the blueprint for the annual September Festival. More on this 1970 ‘hippy 
happening’ next time.    

Phil Saward 
 
 
 

Phil Saward 



 
 

Goudie Charles of Hayle - Bass player, guitarist and arranger (1936 - 2016) Continued 
 

Cover art by Alan Davie. Recorded at Ding Dong. Very rare as only 99 copies were ever pressed: 

 

 
 



 
 

11am on the first Friday of each month used to mean a talk from Janet Axten with resource material from St  
Ives Archive.  We enjoyed how the talks became a sharing of information, with many people from the 
‘audience’ joining in with their memories and accounts. 

The following is not the same as the being involved in the talk – but might help those of you who are 
suffering from withdrawal symptoms! 

 

 

IMPROVEMENTS TO ST NICHOLAS CHAPEL 
 

We have recently read in The St Ives Times & Echo, that the 
Grade 2 St Nicholas Chapel, probably the most prominent 
feature of St Ives, sitting atop The Island, is currently being 
restored inside and out. This fine little granite building was 
looking rather shabby, and so it is very pleasing that a 
professional team of masons and carpenters are returning the 
structure to its original glory. 
 

The Chapel has undergone a number of alterations over the 
years, and now seems a good time to record a few of the people 
who have been instrumental in making these changes.  
 

We know that there has been a Chapel on the Island, dedicated 
to St Nicholas, the Patron Saint of Fisherman, since at least the 
15th century. Cyril Noall, in The Book of St Ives (1977) states 
that it was from this vantage point that the ‘Preventative Men’ 
watched for smugglers, while the fishermen would pray for the 
return of their colleagues. While John Hobson Matthews, in his 
book A History of St Ives, Lelant, Towednack and Zennor 
(1892), describes how it must have been looked in the 18th 
century: “Its latest metamorphosis was when it was transformed 
into a look-out for the revenue officers…..and brick additions 
were then made to the ancient building, turning it into a sort of 
cottage, with a low wall on the rock behind”.  Then, forgetting its 
original use, the War Office decided that the building was no 
longer required as a storeroom for the adjacent gun battery, and 
in 1904 it was suddenly demolished. 
 

 
 

Group photographed at the re-opening of St Nicholas Chapel, 
December 1971  
(Sam Bennetts) 

 

 

 
 

Reproduction of a drawing of the building as it 
must have looked in the early 19th century  

(from Matthews) 
 

The residents of the town were up in arms at the 
desecration of their beloved building. Nevertheless, 
they had to wait until 1911, the year of King George 
V’s Coronation, for it to be rebuilt. This took place 
under the auspices of shipping magnate, Sir 
Edward Hain, the town’s greatest benefactor and 
six times Mayor of St Ives. Then, sixty years later, 
it was restored again by local businessman James 
Holman, to designs by the town’s architect Henry 
Gilbert. Great emphasis was placed on the interior 
designs and fittings, and a number of fine artefacts 
were placed inside, including ceramics by the 
potter, Bernard Leach, whose pottery is currently 
celebrating its centenary. Henry Gilbert’s original 
plans and drawings, together with accompanying 
photographs, can be seen at St Ives Archive. 
 

Since 1911, St Nicholas Chapel has been owned 
and cared for by the Town Council, while its 
spiritual needs are provided by all the churches and 
chapels in St Ives. During the summer months its 
single peaceful room is open to the public, thanks 
to a team of dedicated volunteers. Recently it has 
become possible to arrange for weddings to be 
blessed in the little building. 
 

Janet Axten 
St Ives Archive 

 

 

More information can be found about St Nicholas Chapel at St Ives Archive. Because of Covid-19 the Archive in 
Carbis Bay has been closed since the middle of March. It will reopen to the public on Tuesday 11th August. If you 

wish to visit, please contact admin@stivesarchive.org or phone 01736 796408 to make an appointment. 

 

mailto:admin@stivesarchive.org


 

Unusual Libraries Around The World 
 

When imagining libraries, we usually visualise a serene, quiet, well lit, clean place. However, considering recent events 
we have started to investigate different or alternative methods of delivering a library service – and these examples are 
certainly ‘out of the usual mould’.  Some of them may not be ideal places to relax with a good book, but they are definitely 
intriguing and would be worth a visit when we can do so! 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Started when Hernando “Nanie” Guanlao thought of a 
way to honor and preserve the memory of his parents. 
He gathered his old textbooks and set them outside his 
Manila residence to test if the community would be 
interested to borrow and read them. They were. 12 years 
later Nanie’s library grew to contain 2,500 books. As an 
additional service, he also runs a “book bike” service, 
where he delivers books to poor areas in Manila. 
 

 

 
 

This amazingly weird looking structure is designed by 
Korean architect Eun Young Yi. It opened in 2011 with 
mixed reviews from library connoisseurs, architects, and 
locals. It has been ridiculed and described as a 2-tone 
Rubik’s Cube and a box-shaped jail for books 

 

 

 
 

Sweden’s first library to apply an open shelf design, 
opened in 1928. Architect Gunnar Asplund and librarian 
Fredrik Hjelmqvist decided that the people who will 
patronize the library could fetch their own 
books, librarians all over the globe rejoiced!  
 

 

 
 

A mobile library in rural Colombia. Biblioburro is  operated by 
Luis Soriano, a primary school teacher during his spare time. 
He visits villages in rural Colombia which would surely warm 
anybody’s heart. Using two donkeys, Alfa and Beto to carry 
loads of books, Soriano spends four hours on each trip just 
to reach those remote places. 
 

 

 
 

Nothing can replace the relaxing rustle of pages, and the 
smell of dusty tomes – right? These are library vending 
machines and account for 31.6 percent of books loaned. 
I suppose you have to agree that anything that increases 
the number of books the public consumes can’t be all 
that bad.  

 

 
Bibliotheque Nationale 
 – Paris, France. 
 

 

 
Artist Raul Lemesoff has taken a 1979 Falcon (a car that 
represents a dark time in Argentina) and transformed 
it from a symbol of fear to a mobile library in the shape 
of a tank. 

 
 

 
                                      

Reading Club 2000 
– Manila, 

Philippines. 
 

 
 

Stockholm 
Public Library – 

Stockholm, 
Sweden. 

 
 

Stuttgart City Library 
– Stuttgart, Germany. 

 
 

The Biblioburro: 
Delivering Books Via 
Donkey – Columbia. 

 
 
Mechanical Libraries: 

Serving readers 24 
Hours A Day – Beijing 

 

This library is composed of 4 
towers shaped like open 
books. They are built around 
a sunken and thickly forested 
courtyard. Constructed in 
1996 to replace a former 
library structure that could no 
longer accommodate  
expansions. It’s one of the 
largest in the world 
boosting 22-story structures. 

 
 

 

 
Arma de Instruccion 
Masiva (Weapon of 
Mass Instruction) – 

South America. 
 

 

Trinity College, Ireland’s 
oldest university also 
houses the largest library in 
Ireland. The oldest and 
rarest of its collection is 
kept in the Long Room. 
With more than 200,000 
volumes, it’s the largest 
single-chamber library in 
the world. The Long Room 
grabbed the limelight once 
again recently for being 
the “unofficial” inspiration 
for the Jedi Archives in the 
movie Star Wars Episode II: 
Attack of the Clones. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2012-07/17/content_15588013.htm
http://www.mymodernmet.com/profiles/blogs/raul-lemesoff-arma-de-instruccion-masiva
http://www.mymodernmet.com/profiles/blogs/raul-lemesoff-arma-de-instruccion-masiva
http://www.mymodernmet.com/profiles/blogs/raul-lemesoff-arma-de-instruccion-masiva
https://sites.google.com/site/armadeinstruccionmasiva/home


 

WILLIAM TREVORROW (1847 – 1917) 
 

FLOOD OF 1894 
 

Photographic print from an original glass plate 
 

Image size 49 x 38cms 
 

Although St Ives is well known for the artists who have lived and  
Worked in the town since the 1880s, it should be remembered  
that there were also a number of very talented photographers. 
It is not surprising, therefore that among its interesting collection, 
the Library includes several fine photographs. 
 

The main reason for the initial popularity of photography in  
St Ives was due to the influx of tourists who arrived after 1877,  
When the St Ives to St Erth branch line opened, linking the town  
With the rest of the national network. Visitors were actively encouraged to holiday in the area through the sale of 
illustrated travel books, often financed by the Great Western Railway. And not surprisingly, postcards of the town became 
very popular. This enthusiasm provided an opportunity for both amateur and professional photographers to supplement 
their income by providing images that could be sold to national postcard distributors. Not surprisingly, these tended to 
depict the town’s “quaintness” rather than its poverty and squalor. 
 

Early cameras were big and bulky. Photographs of panoramic views, especially of the harbour area, were produced on 
large glass plates. As lengthy exposures were necessary in those days, a tripod was required to hold the camera still. 
Anybody in the picture had to be carefully posed, to make sure they didn’t move, and it was therefore not possible, to 
take images of “news” items. However, this changed at the end of the 1880s, with the introduction of Kodak photographic 
film, and more sophisticated cameras. 
 

William Trevorrow was the first photographer to have been born in St Ives. He had a shop in Tregenna Place, but his 
main business, according to the census returns, was as a cabinet maker and a dealer in musical instruments. His family, 
apparently, helped him in his photographic endeavours; his wife Sarah, for example, did much of the indoor studio 
photography, taking portraits of local residents and artists. But by 1911 William and his family had moved to Penzance, 
where he died only six years later. 
 

On 12 November 1894, following several days of very heavy rain, parts of St Ives experienced severe flooding. The 
Stennack river burst its banks and came cascading down the roadway, destroying a number of old cottages in its path; 
while water poured from the Terrace, close to the Malakoff. A number of shops in Tregenna Place were damaged, but 
happily there were no casualties. Luckily, William Trevorrow was on hand with his camera to record this famous event, 
and his unique series of images are believed to be the first contemporary news photographs taken in the town.  
 

The image on display is a relatively recent print from the original glass plate. It was generously presented to the Library, 
along with several other photographs, by the St Ives Museum, which has a very fine collection. It shows groups of people 
– some of whom have turned to face the camera - standing at the bottom of Tregenna Hill, and outside what would 
become Barclays Bank, looking at the water rushing down Tregenna Place and into the High Street.  
 

Of particular interest is the fact that neither the NatWest Bank (now closed) nor St Ives Library appear in the photograph. 
The row of cottages you see on the corner of Gabriel Street, were shortly to be demolished, in order to make way for 
the Passmore Edwards Free Library, which opened just two and a half years later, on April 20, 1897.                                                                                                                                                                          
Janet Axten 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

stivesfosil@gmail.com 
 

 

Janet Axten  Val Clayson  Jane Dews  Tricia Friskney-Adams   
Gill Malcolm  Anna Martin  Margaret Notman Phil Saward 

Ann Wilcox 
 
 

 

mailto:stivesfosil@gmail.com

