
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Community & Environment Committee held virtually via Zoom  

on Thursday 27 August 2020 at 7.00pm  

  

PRESENT 

Chairman – Councillor T Williams  

Vice Chairman – Councillor P Burton 

 

 COUNCILLORS 

 Arthur K 

Henry R 

 

Harris A 

Messenger K 

Nicholls C 

Tulley R 

 

  

 IN ATTENDANCE 

Councillors T Andrewes and A Mitchell  

 

 OFFICERS 

Town Clerk 

 

 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None  

 

C&E.1 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

 RESOLVED – that Councillor Williams be appointed Committee Chairman for the 

year 2020-21 

 

C&E.2 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE VICE-CHAIRMAN 

 RESOLVED – that Councillor Burton be appointed Committee Vice-Chairman for the 

year 2020-21 

 

C&E.3 MINUTES 

 

RESOLVED – that the Chairman signs as a true and correct record the minutes of the 

meeting of the Committee held on 28 May 2020. 

 

C&E.4 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 

 

C&E.5 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

 A representative from a new CIC seeking to establish a community café at the 

Palemon Best recreation ground spoke to the Committee about their plans. The aim 

was to establish the facility using shipping containers so it is easily installed and 

removed with a café, training space, storage and toilets, designed to work in tandem 

with the skate park. The CIC had commissioned architects to come up with an initial 

layout. It was hoped that this could be aligned with the skatepark construction to 

ensure that utilities and services were put in the ground at the same time. The proposal 

would not be a financial burden on the Council, as a number of funds were being 

sought and the project’s aim would be to become self sufficient. 

 

Councillors took the opportunity to ask the speaker a number of questions. The 

Chairman of the Palemon Best trustees asked how much liaison there had been with 

the skatepark and what other plans they had to consult the community. He did not wish 
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to prejudge at this stage, but felt that the proposed scale with 5 containers could be 

considered out of keeping in a public open space. 

 

In response to a question about an exit strategy, it was explained that the benefit of the 

containers was that they were only semi-permanent and could be removed from the 

site.  Alternatively, the CIC could transfer its assets to a named successor body.  

 

The Chairman agreed with a suggestion that she, the Vice-Chairman, Town Clerk and 

Chairman of the Palemon Best Trustees meet with representatives of the CIC to 

discuss the proposals in more detail.  

 

C&E.6 UPDATE FROM THE COMMUNITY LINK OFFICER (CORNWALL COUNCIL) 

 None 

C&E.7 UPDATE FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 

 

 None 

C&E.8 OFFICER’S UPDATE REPORT  

 

 The Committee considered the report and there were no observations or amendments. 

In response to a query about a proposal for a memorial bench in St Ives, the Town 

Clerk confirmed she would liaise with Councillor Henry and highways to consider the 

options.  

 

 RESOLVED - that the Update Report be noted.  

C&E. 9 HELICOPTER FLIGHTS 

 The Chairman introduced a verbal report. She gave some background to the issue, 

explaining that the Council had been seeking to end the leisure flights for over 8 years, 

given the distress and annoyance caused to neighbours and surrounding residents 

under the flight path.  

 

The Committee had previously resolved to write to the Planning Authority requesting 

that it consider the introduction of an article 4 direction. The Council had now 

received a response to its request. It was disappointing and set out a number of reasons 

why Cornwall Council did not intend to consider the introduction of a direction. Some 

of the reasoning included  

 

• That it would be more difficult to advance a case, given that flights had continued 

for some years 

• that it would only disperse the activity to an adjacent site, not stop it  

• Should it re-locate to a nearby site, the nuisance caused by the flight path would 

still occur.  

  

The Head of Planning advised, instead, that the Town Council continued to pursue the 

issue with the local MP, requesting that the Government amend the Town and Country 

Planning General Permitted Development Order 2015. This could remove the right to 

use sites for a temporary 28 day period for helicopters to land and take off and thus 

require planning permission.  She advised that this may be a good time to lobby 
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government, given the changes they were making to the planning system and indicated 

that the Council could take her response as a letter of support.  

 

The Committee expressed their disappointment with the response and debated a 

number of options for a way forward, including re-approaching the land owner and the 

charity which benefits from donations. Other approaches to the CAA had been 

unsuccessful. The Council might also propose that it was willing to share some of the 

costs of progressing an order, should limited resources at Cornwall Council be a 

factor.  Following discussion, the Chairman proposed a series of actions as follows:  

 

• Contact Towedenack Parish Council again to ask if they would submit a 

further joint response  

• Respond to the letter from Cornwall Council in order to challenge some of the 

reasoning for the decision, for example that there were two nuisance problems, 

both the flight path and those living next to the landing strip, that it was very 

unlikely that an alternative site outside the area would be found and, if so, 

could be further from the town and neighbours. The length of time, of over 

eight years, which had elapsed should not weigh against the case as there had 

been concerns raised and complaints from the first year.  

• Write formally to Derek Thomas MP as the Town Council, setting out the 

issues and asking for an amendment to the General Permitted Development 

Orders, in line with Cornwall Council’s suggestion.  

 

 RESOLVED - that the Committee progress a series of actions, as set out in the report.  

 

C&E. 10 LELANT WAR MEMORIAL – FUTURE MAINTENANCE ARRANGEMENTS 

 The Town Clerk introduced the report, explaining that she had contacted one of the 

organisers in order to establish a simple maintenance agreement for the memorial land. 

She had received a response, appended to the report. The Committee expressed 

disappointment with the tone and content of the correspondence received from one of 

the volunteers involved. It was clear from the response that the representative was not 

willing to enter into any agreement with the Council. The Committee’s views were 

sought on a way forward. Members made a number of comments: 

 

• It was important that something was agreed to avoid future misunderstandings  

• One option was to do little – to continue, informally as now and resolve any issues 

which arose 

• There was no unified group of volunteers and so it was important to address mis-

information and share the Council’s proposal more widely with local residents  

• The Council should make it clear that it recognised its own responsibilities and 

should confirm its willingness to provide assistance, including reimbursing 

reasonable expenses or disposing of green waste.   

• There were concerns about any private individual using CCTV in a public space 

 

[Councillor Tony Harris left the meeting at this point] 

 

The Town Clerk proposed a possible way forward, which was to prepare an open letter 

to all residents which set out the Council’s own legal obligations in relation to the site 

and what it was willing to do, both to support the volunteers in their work and to step 

in and continue to maintain the site should this be needed. This could be shared on the 
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noticeboard and village sites to ensure it reached as many volunteers as possible.  

 RESOLVED – that the Council would draft an open letter to all residents setting out 

the Council’s position in relation to the memorial, its responsibilities and the 

assistance available to the volunteers. The Statement would grant approval for 

maintenance works to continue but also emphasise a willingness to step in should the 

volunteers not longer wish to continue.  The letter would be placed on the noticeboard 

and shared as widely as possible with local residents.  

 

C&E. 11 THE FUTURE OF TOWN TWINNING AND FRIENDSHIP AGREEMENTS 

 Members of the Committee confirmed that a review of town twinning arrangements 

was timely. Whilst much good work had taken place in the past, there had been limited 

recent activity and it was only right that the value of twinning be re-considered in a 

digital age.  

 

Councillors expressed a range of opinions on the benefits of existing twinning and 

friendship agreements and also a recent request from a German town for a new 

twinning arrangement. Some felt that they had outlived their purpose in a wider global 

context. Others felt that existing relationships did reflect valuable cultural connections 

with other places. It was agreed that sustaining useful relationships would require 

greater effort than the Council currently made. A proposal that the Council do nothing 

and allow all existing twinning arrangements to decline naturally was voted upon and 

lost.  

 

The Town Clerk confirmed that any recommendation to change the Council’s existing 

agreements would amount to a change of policy and would, therefore, be a matter for 

Council.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Committee RECOMMEND to Council that it seek to revive 

the Town’s existing twinning arrangements but not to agree to any additional requests. 

To this end the Council should consider:  

 

i) Marking the forthcoming anniversary of the agreement with Camaret  

ii) Making greater use of digital technology to share information and understanding  

iii) Allocating a Councillor as a named ambassador to each of the three towns  

 

C&E. 12 DRAFT EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY POLICY 

 The Committee considered the draft policy appended to the report.  

 RESOLVED –  that the Committee RECOMMEND to Council that it approves the 

equality and diversity policy, as drafted.  

 

C&E. 13 PROVISION FOR CYCLISTS IN THE TOWN 

 The Chairman introduced a verbal report on this item. She explained that she had been 

approached by keen local cyclist, who felt there was a lack of facilities in the town to 

support cycling, including limited cycle racks. She had lots of ideas on how measures 

might better support cycling. The Town Clerk had also approached Cornwall Council’s 

transport officer who had given a very positive response to the proposal that the Town 

consider more provision for cycling.  
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The Committee was in general agreement that greater numbers of people were cycling 

and walking and shifts to these modes of transport should be encouraged. Reference 

was made to the planned bay to bay cycle route and the successful introduction of 

electric bikes in the town this Summer. Councillors also requested that officers pursue 

the idea of a cycle rack at the Guildhall. The Chairman made a proposal from the 

Chair which was carried.  

 

 RESOLVED – that the Council  

i) Establish a working group to look at cycling in the town, including representation 

from the public, staff, Cornwall Council officers and Councillors.  

ii) Explore the costs and feasibility of cycling racks at the Guildhall  

iii) Ask Cornwall Council’s transport officer to address a future meeting  

 

C&E. 14 STANDING ITEM – CLIMATE CHANGE EMERGENCY UPDATE 

 The Town Clerk referred members to the new Hive platform launched by Cornwall 

Council to consider climate change matters. Also, that officers from the Climate 

Change team were happy to attend a future meeting.  

 

 RESOLVED –  that the Committee note the update.  

 

C&E. 15 FINANCE REPORT 

 The Committee considered the report. In response to queries, it was confirmed that 

expenditure code 650 4920 could be changed from youth project to youth provision 

and the Library and Information Service budget was due to be discussed the following 

week at the Facilities Committee.  

 

 RESOLVED - that the Finance Report be noted 

  

Meeting ended at  21.34 pm 

 

 

 

 


