
 
 

           
 

St Ives Library Opening Hours 

9.30am – 4.00pm Monday – Saturday 

Email: stives.library@LIScornwall.org.uk 

               Tel: 01736 796297 

Did you see The Times & Echo Friday 14th August 2020? 

Press Release 
 

LIBRARY AND VISITOR INFORMATION SERVICE PERFORMING WELL SINCE TOWN COUNCIL TOOK 
OWNERSHIP IN MARCH 2019* 
stivestowncouncil-cornwall.gov.uk/news/library-and-visitor-information-service-performing-well/August 11, 2020 
 

Library and Visitor Information Service performing well since Town Council took ownership in March 2019 
 

Statistics released for the first year of the new combined library and visitor information service show that performance 
of all aspects of the service have gone up : from book and DVD loans, use of the public computers to events and 
clubs. 
 

Key highlights up to March 2020 include: 
 

 Books and media being borrowed increased by 5,658 or 18%, taking the annual total to 37,410. 
 Uses of public computers rose by 1,211 (17%), to 8,443. 
 People coming to events up by 1,068 (49%), to 3,257. 
 Overall footfall more than doubled, by 62,009, to stand at 117,429. 

 

The Town Council took over the service from Cornwall Council, combining the library with the visitor information 
service with increased opening times from 3.5 to 6 days a week plus Summer Sundays. 
 

More events are taking place in the Community Room, including adult education, organised by the St Ives Education 
Hub and Citizens Advice Cornwall has now re-started sessions. 
 

A new Library Partnership Board of town councillors, customers and other community representatives, supports the 
new service and provides feedback and ideas. 
 

Commenting, Cllr Tim Andrewes, who chairs the Council’s Facilities Committee said : 
‘The report is very welcome and positive sign that our library remains a vital and relevant part of community life. We 
have been able to meet more of the needs of local residents when other library services have been struggling, it is 
very heartening to see. 
 

A lot of time and effort by our staff and volunteers has been contributed to the new, improved service, and the 
Facilities Committee is really appreciative of all the hard work involved.’ 
 

Jane Dews, manager of the Library and Information Service, commented: 
‘The staff and volunteers have embraced the challenge of the merged service and we are delighted with the positive 
outcome. The Education Hub and Friends group have worked tirelessly in building educational classes and social 
activities over the year. Customer feedback on the new layout and the open feel has been positive. Sadly, the Corona 
virus means we only have a limited service at this time. But gradually, as the town re-opens, we hope our customers 
will feel confident enough to return and we can rebuild again.’ 
 

Tricia Friskney-Adams, a committee member of Friends of St Ives Library, who also chairs the Library Partnership 
Board, said: 
‘’Whilst the transfer from Cornwall Council was a fraught and prolonged process, the progress witnessed over the last 
12 months demonstrates a continuing need for a Library service in our town. Celebration of the written word is still at 
the centre of the service. However, the work of groups such as the Friends of St Ives Library (FOSIL), St Ives 
Education Hub and St Ives Archive has boosted use of the building. Monthly calendars put together by FOSIL 
demonstrate the sheer breadth of daytime and evening events and activities on offer. The creation of gallery space in 
the community room, funded by FOSIL, has attracted a wide variety of artists (and visitors) and provides a welcome 
space for yoga, Pilates, educational opportunities and talks. 
 

‘The focus now is to meet the challenge of the current situation, continue to provide an excellent library service and 
build on the activities that were offered prior to April 2020.’ 
 

* St Ives Town Council took over control of the Library & Information Centre 2018.  March 2019 refers to the reopening 

following refurbishment. 
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More ‘Unusual Libraries’ 
 

For dedicated readers, all a library needs to be exciting is 

some well-stocked shelves of books.  The Jewish cemetery in 

the Austrian town of Krems an der Donau was desecrated by 

Nazis, with all written records and some burial stones lost. 

Today, in addition to a 42-meter-long memorial showing the 

names of 127 local Jews who were murdered or 

displaced during the Holocaust, the graveyard contains a 

series of bookshelves – a project by artists Michael Clegg and 

Martin Guttmann. The Open Library consists of three 

bookshelves in the size and shape of gravestones, with glass 

doors protecting books in English, German and Hebrew about 

Jewish philosophy and the history of death 

 

 
 

 

Silly Squad Competition  
 

Take a photo of you reading in silly places and you could 
be in with the chance to win some amazing prizes!  
 

Visit the Cornwall Libraries Facebook Page to post 
your pictures. 

 

 

http://www.iehi.eu/index.php/vernetzung/129-offene-bibliothek


 

Chrissy Quayle, musician - The Mermaid of Zennor revealed in Daylight 
 

 

 

Chrissy with Mike Silver (1st left) Steve Hayton (2nd left) and the rest of Daylight RCA LP 1971 
 

 

Christine arrived in Cornwall aged 15 in 1967 when her father, the writer and bibliophile Eric Quayle, decided to move 
the family from Birmingham to live at Carn Cobba, Zennor Head. Being interested in music from an early age Chrissy 
(sometimes Chrissie), as she soon became better known, sought out the flourishing local folk club scene then centred 
around  Pipers Club at St Buryan Village Hall. Soon performing, she picked up the nickname 'The Mermaid of Zennor' 
due to her sweet voice and in reference to the famous local legend. 
  

By 1968 at only 16, she was running a club of her own: The Mermaid Folk Club at the nearby Gurnard’s Head Hotel in 
a small barn. Chrissy was the singing host, playing guitar and later flute, but she was soon joined by Bob Devereux and 
Mike Silver as regular MCs, with a varied bill of local and touring artists. Sessions costing three shillings (15p) increased 
from one to four a week at the height of the club’s popularity, with adverts calling it “way out”. 
  

During 1969 she came to the attention of Job Morris who was setting up Sentinel Records in Newlyn and looking for 
artists for his first LP  release “Sounds Like West Cornwall”. This led to her recording the self-composed ‘The Seagulls 
Scream’ in the label’s studio, then the Old Schoolhouse at Paul, with additional overdubs of suitable sea and gull sounds. 
The song certainly stands apart from the other Cornish tracks on the LP which are mainly choirs and brass bands but 
also includes John Barber with 'A Nice Little Bit Of Fish’. Somewhat of a lost gem until a remixed version was issued on 
the 3CD compilation “Dust on the Nettles” (Grapefruit 2015) with one review stating this “existential masterpiece is the 
standout” of 63 tracks! Hear the original Sentinel mix here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTR-enKtaRk   
 

1970 was a very busy year for Chrissy, apart from her successful solo appearances she began to collaborate with a 
number of other musicians, as was the spirit of those hippy times. She appeared at the big Festival/Gathering in St Ives 
in March running a couple of sessions, no doubt jamming with many of the other artists, certainly Mike Silver who she 
had known from early folk club days - this led to them forming the band Daylight with Steve Hayton (ex-Daddy Longlegs 
an American band that Chrissy had first seen at the Winter Gardens in Penzance). The trio moved to London and 
managed to get a record deal for their only LP “Daylight” (RCA 1971) on which they were joined by a jazz rhythm section. 
One track 'Lady of St Clare' (in reference to a Penzance resident) was released as a single with some nice flute from 
Chrissy and can be heard here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MF6bKkzBj4w 

 
           A sixteen-year-old Chrissy Quayle as the  

                 Mermaid of Zennor around 1968 

 

She played a few gigs with The Temple Creatures (a Clive 
Palmer project) and later also contributed to Clive’s COB LP 
“Spirit of Love” (1971). Working with Footsbarn Theatre and the 
band Touch The Earth, saxophone became a major instrument. 
So many other bands were  to follow, including: Lip Service 
later Metro Glider (with a catchy ska 45 in 1980), Doctors of 
Dub (reggae) and Species. Finally she formed Masque, a 
Celtic/Irish/Latin music duo with Russell Roberts, that 
continues to this day in Andalusia, Spain where she has lived 
since 2013. 
 

She recently guested on the Brainiac 5 CD “Back to Shore” 
(2019) where she features on six of the eight tracks using 
whistle, flute, soprano sax and of course vocals, with Russell's 
bongos also on one track. If you do not remember the Brainiacs 
I will be reminding you next time of those former seventies 
psychedelic punks from Penzance who have now reformed in 
London but retain their connections with Cornish musicians and 
mermaids like Chrissy. 
 

Listen to her lovely voice again here, on her sole composition 
from the “Daylight” LP – ‘How it Feels to Fall’: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luSud6mz8v8   
                                                                               Phil Saward 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTR-enKtaRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MF6bKkzBj4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luSud6mz8v8


 

Concern Over Theatre Closures 
 

There is much concern that theatres and theatre companies might close and never open their doors again. The 
experience of live theatre may never return in the format many of us have known. 
 

However there is one theatre called 'The Playhouse' in Northern Ireland which is going to present future plays 
streamlined online to a worldwide audience.  Because of social distancing the theatre which normally has an audience 
of 120 people will only accommodate 20 until the current restrictions are lifted. 
 

In the Autumn, the company are staging a rather unique play by the poet and playwright Damien Gorman  called 
‘Anything Can Happen 1972’.  This was the year when there were more casualties during the Troubles in Northern 
Ireland. 
 

The Playhouse is inviting audiences to contribute photos or personal objects of loved ones from the Troubles or the 
pandemic to be put on the empty chairs to signify loss and grief.  The empty chairs will then be illuminated by a 
spotlight to draw attention to the memory of missing family or friends and the powerful feelings that the empty chairs 
evoke.  This also references the similarity of loss in Seamus Heaney's work ‘Mossbawn’ - Two Poems in Dedication in 
which he describes ‘a sunlit absence’ with reference to the death of his aunt. 
 

Karen Griffiths, the director of the Playhouse says that ‘the cross between installation and theatre production is also a 
way of spotlighting our missing audiences and our theatre community in mourning.’ 
 

It is also a reminder to us of the value of our own Theatre in St Ives - 'Kidz R Us' which is a creative inspiration for all 
ages in our community. 
 

Margaret Notman 
 

 
 

Visit the KIDZ R US website for further information: http://www.kidzrus.net/ 
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ROSEMARY ZIAR (1919 – 
2003) 

Portreath, 1974 
 
Watercolour on paper 
Framed 36 x 51cms 
 

At the foot of the Library stairs, 
opposite the Alice Moore 
embroidery which has already 
featured in News and Views, 
hangs a fine watercolour of 
Portreath by the St Ives born 
painter, Rosemary Ziar. It was 
presented to St Ives Library in 
December 2010, on loan from her 
family, because of her connections 
to the town. 
 

 
 

Rosemary’s St Ives’ birth was a lucky accident. Born Elizabeth Rosemary Rowe, her maternal aunt, Mabel Trembath, 
happened to work behind the bar of the Sheaf of Wheat, the pub not far from the Library, and now sadly an untidy 
building site. In the early part of the twentieth century the business was owned by Rosemary’s mother and stepfather. It 
so happened that Rosemary was born in the pub itself, although shortly afterwards the family moved to Penzance, and 
that town would become her permanent home. 
 

A love of painting and drawing inherited from her mother, Rosemary began to produce works of art at an early age, and 
she won national awards for illustration and design while still at school. In 1937 she became a student at the Penzance 
School of Art, where she was encouraged by its then director, James Lias, to pursue her talent for painting in watercolour. 
During the Second World War Rosemary temporarily gave up her studies to become a Land Girl, first at Rinsey and 
then at Perranuthnoe. It was there that she became interested in the ‘spirit of her forebears’ and Celtic pre-history. 
 

When war was over Rosemary returned to the Penzance School of Art, which was now headed by Edward Bouverie 
Hoyton (1900-1988), a close friend of the artist Graham Sutherland. She completed her art education at the St Ives 
School of Painting, under the direction of Leonard Fuller, and it was at this time that she began to regularly show her 
work with the Newlyn Society of Arts. At the age of twenty-seven Rosemary married Ian Ziar, who had been interned as 
a prisoner-of-war in Italy. On his return to Cornwall he established a dental practice in St Ives, although the family 
continued to live in Penzance. 
 

Rosemary set up a spacious studio in her house. She would drive around West Cornwall, producing rapid pencil sketches 
of the landscape from her car. From these, back in the studio, she would develop completed paintings in watercolour, 
her favourite medium.  
 

Rosemary and her husband enjoyed travelling around Europe. She felt very much at home in Brittany in particular 
because of its Celtic connections. During these visits she sketched many scenes of the local countryside. She began 
exhibiting at the Paris Salon, but always enjoyed showing her paintings in galleries in West Cornwall. She also took up 
writing. In 1991 Rosemary produced a book of folk stories Good Morrow Brother, based on the reminiscences of her 
fascinating aunt, Mabel Trembath. 
 

Her husband pre-deceased her, and on Rosemary’s own death in 2003 an obituary in The Times described her paintings 
as ‘elegant and entertaining…brushed by black as well as white magic’. 
 

I think it is rather interesting to compare Portreath, 1974 with Cornish Landscape (Porthleven) Evening, 1951, by 
Wilhelmina Barns Graham, which hangs on the floor above, and described in News and Views V. Both towns, one on 
the north coast and the other on the south, with their layout of the hills, cliffs, estuary and roads, are surprisingly alike, 
while both artists used a similar colour range and worked from a comparable vantage point. 
 

Further information about this fascinating woman can be found at:  
https://cornishmuse.blogspot.com/2012/05/rosemary-ziar-daughter-of-st-ives.html                                        Janet Axten   
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Best Books to Build Mental Resilience 
 

(one of our committee is trying to buy / sell a house and needs all the resilience she can get!) 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/aug/17/matt-haig-on-the-best-books-to-build-mental-
resilience?fbclid=IwAR1O0fLQu0uRvGHlNTJNuDlFAQcql-rR5lE_KjXzQ2dGWh9E_P7FcM1keP0 

 

Reading isn’t a solitary, introverted activity, it’s about connecting with people and the world. In times of pain and 
trauma that becomes even more essential. As James Baldwin said: “You think your pain and your heartbreak are 
unprecedented in the history of the world, but then you read.” 
 

Pretty much every book I have ever loved has played a part in building mental resilience, because every great one 
offers us a way not just to escape our own mind but to expand it. Yet there are particular books you come across at 
the right time that really offer the advice you need, to help fortify those mental defences. 
 

One that has helped me is the Buddhist teacher Pema Chödrön’s reflection on coping with difficult times, When 
Things Fall Apart. Chödrön offers no false comfort, exploring how it is possible to cope with suffering not by running 
away from it but by embracing it as an integral part of life. “The most fundamental aggression to ourselves,” she writes, 
“the most fundamental harm we can do to ourselves, is to remain ignorant by not having the courage and the respect 
to look at ourselves honestly and gently.” This book encourages and enables the reader to do just that, and to see that 
only by accepting an uncertain world can we ever experience joy. 
 

Biographies and memoirs can be great sources of inspiration and resilience – I’m a particular fan of old-school classics 
by Laurie Lee and David Niven. In My Name Is Why, Lemn Sissay tells how social services separated him from his 
mother just after he was born. At first he lived with a foster family and then, as his mental health deteriorated, in a 
succession of loveless children’s homes. His account of a childhood spent under neglectful authorities is heart 
wrenching, but ultimately hopeful. His resilience and bravery shine through on every page. 
 

Herman Hesse’s novel Siddhartha is the story of a man’s spiritual awakening at the time of the Gautama Buddha, but 
also serves as a guide to life. First published in 1922, it was translated into English in 1951 and became a 
countercultural classic among hippies in the 60s. It is full of wise nuggets on the themes of spirituality and acceptance: 
“I have always believed, and I still believe, that whatever good or bad fortune may come our way we can always give it 
meaning and transform it into something of value.” 
 

Rachel Clarke weaves together an account of her training as a doctor who came to specialise in palliative care, the 
stories of her patients, and her father’s death in Dear Life. I read it while coming to terms with the death of a family 
friend and found it full of honesty and tender wisdom about life and the process of dying. It managed the brilliant and 
paradoxical feat of helping you love life a little more and fear death a little less. 
 

While recovering from a breakdown in my 20s, I was living with my parents and sleeping in my childhood bedroom. 
One of the books I pulled off the shelf was AA Milne’s Winnie-the-Pooh. These stories of the bear with very little brain 
offered such warm comfort. It can also be read as a book personifying mental states. Piglet has anxiety, Rabbit seems 
to have narcissistic personality disorder, Tigger is hyperactive, Eeyore is depressed and Pooh is confused. And 
Christopher Robin probably hallucinated the whole thing. 
 

• The Midnight Library by Matt Haig is published by Canongate (£16.99). To order a copy go 
to guardianbookshop.com. 
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