
 
 

           
 

St Ives Library is OPEN  

St Ives Library Opening Hours: 9.30am – 4.00pm Monday – Saturday 

Email: stives.library@LIScornwall.org.uk 

               Tel: 01736 796297 

 

Have you seen the library windows? 

Our lovely library staff have been busy decorating the windows.  The theme for the 2020 Christmas Window 

Competition is ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’. Is there anyone artistic out there who can support us in 

decorating more of the windows?  It would be great if we could join in with the business community – or even win!  If 

you can help in any way – please email Jane asap: stives.library@LIScornwall.org.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Ives in Stitches 
 

Although we did not get to see their exhibition in the Greta Williams Gallery this year, there is GOOD NEWS for St Ives in 
Stitches. Thanks to the Tesco Bags of Help Scheme they have received £1,166.00 which is now banked.  The group gives 
thanks to St Ives Community Land Trust for their help in getting the money into the Yorkshire Building Society.   
 

I hear the group is looking forward to getting together again to complete their ‘Fore Street’ section of the town and to 
celebrate their work to date. 
 

You can catch up with their previous work by having a look at the wonderful film made by St Ives Videos: 

https://youtu.be/bauOVg3u9zs 
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Co-op Local Community Fund 

  

Please remember - we are aiming to raise funds to purchase news chairs and a 
chair stacking system for the Greta Williams Community Room. If you haven’t 
already done so, PLEASE support us by following the links to register your 
support. 
  

Join online at coop.co.uk/membership or by downloading the Co-op app. 
 

 

Use the  link to our cause / profile page: 
 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/51093 
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Gerry Lockran (1942-1987) - folk & blues guitarist / vocalist and heart-throb 
 

This musician never became very famous, although he impressed all who saw him perform and produced a large number 
of recordings during his career. Many would have seen him on the Cornish folk circuit of the mid-1960s to 1970s and Des 
Hannigan thinks he was probably the very first professional act to be booked for the Count House at Botallack in 1966. 
Des also remembered how superb he was that night and that he stayed in his Penzance cottage after the gig. Gerry was 
to play much of the world but West Penwith became very special to him and he made many friends here. 
 

Born Gerald Cranston Frederick Loughran in Yeotmal, India, the youngest of eight children, his mother was Indian/Scottish 
while his father was Irish/English and the local Chief Inspector of Police. Gerry grew up on the family farm but later 
attended boarding school in a Himalayan village. His father died in 1949 and the family eventually sold the farm and 
emigrated to the UK, arriving in 1953 to settle in the Brixton area of London, which was quite a change for the 11 year-old 
Gerry. 
 

Music was part of the family, his father had played violin, while brother David was a guitarist who gave Gerry his very first 
guitar at the age of 13. With Britain about to be launched into skiffle music mania, the timing was right for the young Gerry 
to join the craze and he was soon playing in a group called The Hornets. This band lasted for three years and played gigs 
like the Skiffle Cellar (later Les Cousins) and even the Finsbury Park Empire with Wally Whyton's Vipers. Gerry got married 
in 1959 to Bobbi, but was also to fall in love with the blues of Ramblin' Jack Elliott, Josh White, Leadbelly and especially 
Big Bill Broonzy, like so many other musicians of the day did. 
 

Two fellow blues fans making the same discoveries were guitarist Cliff Aungier and harmonica player Royd Rivers, all 
three became firm friends. A duo of Gerry and Royd started to play the early folk clubs and backed Alex Campbell on his 
“Way Out West” LP (1963), with Cliff and Royd later forming a duo which released the “Wanderin” LP (1965) produced by 
Jimmy Page. Gerry continued to work solo but now travelled even further afield to France, Germany, Italy and beyond. 
 

Around April 1965 Gerry decided to change his stage name from Loughran to Lockran, and used this spelling for the 
package tour 'Kings of the Blues' with Long John Baldry, Alexis Korner and Duffy Power. Later in August he opened his 
own folk club 'Folksville' at the Half Moon Putney with Cliff and Royd plus guests like Ralph McTell/Wizz Jones, 
establishing a now historic venue. 
 

Apart from Europe, Gerry had also found the Cornish folk club circuit (Count House/Folk Cottage) making firm friends with 
Des as mentioned, John the Fish, Brenda Wootton and her daughter Sue, who along with many a teenage folk fan had a 
crush on the rather exotic, gravel-voiced performer. He became very popular in Jersey, appearing on TV and radio there, 
with a summer residency at the Caribbean Bar, St Helier, where he met Mike Silver and afterwards took the young folk-
singer on his next gigs in Cornwall, thus introducing him to Brenda, Fish and that whole local scene. 
 

His first LP “Hold On - I'm Coming!” was released in 1966, followed by over a dozen others (see Discogs website). New 
management had him touring the USA/Europe in 1972-73 with Joe Cocker and The Faces playing venues like Madison 
Square Garden and the London Rainbow for two dates.  Continuously touring until health problems in Europe during late 
1981 culminated in heart attacks and a stroke causing partial paralysis of his left hand, effectively finishing his musical 
career in ’82. 
 

Finding some solace in photography and poetry in his later years, he died in 1987 of a heart attack, leaving his wife Bobbi 
and two sons. John Renbourn cited him as a key influence and John the Fish said he was the “King of the Cornish clubs” 
in his prime. Gerry's music can be readily found on the internet but the only accessible film of him seems to be a very 
short part of the 1967 Folk Cottage footage (7 minutes in from start): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdyT2Nva-hE  
Phil Saward 
 

 

Gerry’s first two LPs: “Blues Vendetta” (1967) and the 
earlier “Hold On - I'm Coming!” (1966) 

 

       

Cover of “The Essential Gerry Lockran” LP 1969 - his  
third album 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdyT2Nva-hE


 
 

Apologies to both Angela Diggle and Anne Wilcox for incorrectly labelling poems in our last edition.  I hope we can do 
better next time!  Angela Diggle is the real author of ‘The Wind’. 
 

Meanwhile – FOSIL member John Higgins was inspired following the (very) early switching on of the Christmas Lights 
in St Ives by Dale our DPD Delivery Driver. 
 

                                                              
 

We are missing our usual Friends of St Ives Library Christmas adventures – no ‘Words & Wine’ this year or  Super 

Saturday Carol Singing with Charles Martin.  We understand that even Father Christmas cannot arrive in the town on 

the Lifeboat due to his advanced age and the need to self-isolate. 

So many members of the St Ives Community have worked hard this year to support one another in many ways – so 

many projects big and small, it would be difficult to mention them all.  We have our own local heroes.  On a national 

level, Marcus Rashford is a name we know even if we don’t follow football. Margaret Notman has written a piece on his 

latest project relating to prompting children reading.   

 

 

 

 

Marcus Rashford Initiative 

Marcus Rashford not only renowned for football playing for Manchester 
and England, but also for his campaign for free school meals for 
children, has launched a book club for children and young 
adults.  Together with MacMillan Children's Books he is encouraging 
children to read books, to get enjoyment and escapism from children's 
literature. 
 

His own background was devoid of books through poverty, and he has 
said "Books were never a thing we could budget for as a family.... I only 
started reading at 17, and it completely changed my outlook and 
mentality."  He also said reading shouldn't be "just for those who can 
afford it."  If we think about zoom interviews where books seem to be 
in the background, strategically placed, with politicians and others 
stressing their importance without realising that food and clothing might 
be more important for families where real hardship and poverty mean 
different priorities.  McMillan has said that the scheme would focus on 
getting books into the hands of children from vulnerable and under-
privileged backgrounds. 
 

The project will begin with an illustrated non - fiction book called "You 
Are A Champion: Unlock Your Potential, Find Your Voice And Be The 
Best You Can Be."  The book will be aimed at those aged aged 11 - 16 
and will be published in May 2021.  Each chapter will start with a story 
from Rashford's own life and will cover such topics as: the value of 
education, positive mentality, understanding culture and female role 
models.  They will be followed by some fiction titles tor those aged 7 
plus.  As Marcus says "Let our children read that they are not alone 
and enable them to dream.  Equip them for obstacles and adversities 
they might face.  Allow them to relate to characters by making sure 
people of all race, religion and gender are depicted correctly and are 
representative of modern society".   
 

The very important point is that no matter where you grow up your 
individual talent should be recognised and encouraged.  We are lucky 
that we have such a champion in Marcus and that the community value 
and support the role he is making for himself through his own 
experiences.                                                                             
 

Margaret Notman 
 

 
 

The Community Champion 
 

With dynamism and dash 
He lights up the town 

With verve and panache 
Dale delivers the goods 

Then he’s gone in a flash 
John Higgins 
 
 
 



 

30 Books everyone should read in their lifetime 

(According to an internet search!) 

 

To Kill a Mocking Bird 
Harper Lee 

 

 

Fahrenheit 451 
Ray Bradbury 

 

Of Mice and Men 
John Steinbeck 

 

1984 
George Orwell 

 

 

Jane Eyre 
Charlotte Bronte 

 

A Tale of Two Cities 
Charles Dickens 

 

The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe 
C.S. Lewis 

 

 

Animal Farm 
George Orwell 

 

Romeo and Juliet 
William Shakespeare 

 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone 

J.K. Rowling 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry 
Fin 

Mark Twain 

 

The Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Galaxy 

Douglas Adams 
 

 

The Great Gatsby 
F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

The Catcher in the Rye 
J.G. Salinger 

 

Wuthering Heights 
Emily Bronte 

 

 

Pride and Prejudice 
Jane Austen 

 

 

Charlotte’s Webb 
E.B. White 

 

The Colour Purple 
Alice Walker 

 

The Diary of a Young Girl 
Anne Frank 

 

 

The Lord of the Rings 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

Alice in Wonderland 
Lewis Caroll 

 

The Book Thief 
Markus Zusak 

 

 

The Grapes of Wrath 
John Steinbeck 

 

Frankenstein 
Mary Shelly 

 

The Hobbit 
J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

 

Lord of the Flies 
William Golding 

 

Gone With The Wind 
Margaret Mitchell 

 

Little Women 
Louisa May Alcott 

 

 

The Kite Runner 
Khaled Hosseini 

 

Slaughterhouse Five 
Kurt Vonnegut 

 

It is hard to list 30 but I am sure we can add other titles to this list. If you think there any omissions, email your 

suggestions to: stivesfosil@gmail.com 
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MARTIN COCK’S GUIDE TO SAINT IVES 
By John Hobson Matthews 

Originally published 1892, fourth edition 1909  
Facsimile edition published by St Ives Trust and St Ives Library, 

2003 
48 pages with fold-out map, Price £9.50 

 

‘Here, at all events, is my Guide, gentle stranger, and I wish you the best 

of weather and a joyous holiday’. And so ended John Hobson Matthews’ . 
Preface to the fourth edition of his Guide to Saint Ives published by Martin 
Cock in 1909. 
 

These days, if anyone wants to search out holiday accommodation, look for 
places to visit, or book accommodation and find food, Google is there with 
plenty of suggestions, together with appetizing photographs, maps and 
personal recommendations. However, people over a certain age know that 
it was not always like that. Large amounts of money were spent annually 
producing and marketing lavish printed holiday guides. 

 

 

The earliest guides in the St Ives Archive’s collection go back to the 
days before the branch railway line was built in 1877. To promote 
the burgeoning new tourist industry major publishers produced 
detailed regional guides; perhaps the most well known being 
Bradshaw’s. However, they each covered such a wide 
geographical area that St Ives was given only a few pages, with 
perhaps one black and white illustration.  
 

By the 1880s the tourist industry was well underway in St Ives itself, 
and the idea of producing a local guide made good economic 
sense. One version was put together by John Hobson Matthews, 
the historian who was to publish the famous book A History of the 
Parishes of Saint Ives, Lelant, Towednack and Zennor in the 
County of Cornwall in 1892.  
 

Local guides were, of course, the perfect vehicle for advertising 
businesses and accommodation. Martin Cock, the nephew of 
James Wearne who had originally published Matthew’s Guide, 
decided to produce an updated version after he had taken over his 
uncle’s business in 1905.  
 

In 2003 the St Ives Archive, then part of the St Ives Trust, was 
based on the first floor of the Public Library in Gabriel Street. 
Already the two organisations had collaborated to reprint Matthews’ 
long out of print History, and the beautifully bound facsimile had 
been a great success. They decided that the Guide to Saint Ives 
would also be worth reprinting.  
 

Half the publication is devoted to advertisements and are probably 
the most fascinating section of the book. Nevertheless, there are 
articles on: topography and scenery; the town; the Market Square; 
the Island; Porthminster; the Church; Knill’s Steeple and places 
outside the town including Lelant and Zennor. There are historical 
notes and an intriguing section called ‘The character of the 
inhabitants’. 
 

 

 
 

Photograph of Martin Cock 
Founder of The St Ives Times 

Courtesy members of the Cock family 
 

But perhaps the most surprising part of the 
publication is the large pull-out map. Titled ‘Martin 
Cock’s Tourist Guide of West Cornwall’, the map 
is not dated. The historian Tom Richards, who 
helped the Archive and Library in the production 
of the reprint believes, in his very interesting 
introduction to the Guide, that the undated map 
‘may have been prepared for the 1909 edition’. 
He wonders whether a more comprehensive 
guide was planned or produced? Sadly, however, 
no further editions have come to light. 
 

 

    
 
 

Three pages of advertisements from ‘Martin 
Cock’s Guide to Saint Ives’ 
 

They include: T C Leddra, the Queen’s Hotel 
and Carbis Bay Picnic Grounds. 
 
Copies of the book are available at St Ives 
Archive, price £9.50. To order a copy either e-
mail admin@stivesarchive.org or phone 01736 
796408.                                            Janet Axten 
 
St Ives Archive is open to the public again 
Tuesday 8th December 2020 
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It’s Not Too Early To Plan Ahead 
 

FOSIL & Education Hub member Jo McIntosh is continuing to run her craft courses – although sadly not in the Greta 
Williams Room.  Follow the links below to find out more and book 

 

C3531976 Natural Dyeing - Monday 11th January to Monday 15th February 2021 
https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2020/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C3531976 
 

C3531984 Creative Textiles - Fabric Construction - Wed 13th January to Wed 17th February 2021 
https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2020/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C3531984 
 

C3531977 Surface Decoration in Textile Art - Friday 15th January to Friday 19th February 2021 
https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2020/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C3531977 
 

C3531983 Weave a Wallhanging - Friday 15th January to Friday 19th February 2021 
https://enrolonline.wea.org.uk/Online/2020/CourseInfo.aspx?r=C3531983 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

News & Views Christmas Edition out Thursday 17th December 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

‘Lockdown 
Doodles’ 

 
John Higgins / 

GROGNON 

Find out why Bob (Wilco) likes pinch pots. 
 

Phil Saward’s article on David Bowie Xmas 1968 
 

And much more. 
 

If you want to add anything why not email us? 
 

stivesfosil@gmail.com 
 

Janet Axten  Jane Dews  Tricia Friskney-Adams  Gill Malcolm  Anna Martin 
Margaret Notman  Phil Saward 
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