
 
 

           
 

St Ives Library Opening Hours: 9.30am – 4.00pm Monday – Saturday 

For Click & Collect and access to computers only 

Email: stives.library@LIScornwall.org.uk 

               Tel: 01736 796297 

To celebrate National Novel Writing Month – a competition has been launched by Cornwall Libraries. The 

premise is simple: write a story in a single page with the beginning line ’You may think Cornwall is a small place, 
but it’s larger than you can imagine…’ 
The ‘rules’ are simple 

 You must use the prompt as the first line 

’You may think Cornwall is a small place, but it’s larger than you can imagine…’ 

 The story has to be on a single side of a page. 

 Any sized paper is allowed, zero limits 

 Hand written or typed is allowed 

 Illustrations/pictures are encouraged 

 Completed stories can be emailed to libraries@cornwall.gov.uk with subject line ‘1 Page Writing Comp’ 

 Entries must be submitted by 30.11.20 
There will be three categories 

o Up to 10’s 
o 11-17’s 
o 18+ 

Winning entries will be published to BorrowBox  
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SAM BENNETTS RECORDS THE ST IVES LIBRARY 1967 RENOVATION 
 

Over the past months, in a number of my articles about the art works in the library, I have mentioned the 1967 
refurbishment organised by Henry (or Cyril) Gilbert. Those of us who have known St Ives before 2006, at the time of 
the building’s last major makeover, will recall how it previously looked. 
 

Thanks to Colin Bennetts, the St Ives Archive has very generously been donated more than 10,000 negatives of 
photographic images taken over a period of thirty years by his father Sam Bennetts. Each has painstakingly been 
scanned onto the Archive photo database by Mike Murphy. The task is now complete.  
 

Sam Bennetts was the first full time freelance press photographer in St Ives. He would record a story – from a major 
news event in the town, to celebrating a golden wedding. On each occasion he captured a large number of images, 
but only one would be chosen to go into the newspaper. The others would languish in a box, never to be seen again. 
 

It is very exciting, therefore, to find among this collection, a set of photographs of St Ives Library taken in 1967. It is 
likely that Henry Gilbert himself commissioned Sam Bennetts to record the new interior for publicity purposes. I hope 
that they bring back some special memories. 
 

 

 
 

Coming through the library’s only public entrance, on 
Gabriel Street, visitors arrived at the main front desk with 
the Barbara Hepworth sculpture Rock Form (Penwith) 
1951 prominently displayed on a plinth. Greta Williams, for 
many years the Library Manager, but in the early days a  
 

 

junior library assistant, remembers draping the sculpture 
with tinsel one Christmas time. And then, embarrassingly, 
she found herself facing Barbara Hepworth, who had 
come into the building to borrow a book! Apparently, she 
took it with good humour. 
 

On the wall at the extreme right is one of the photographs 
of old St Ives, donated by the St Ives Museum - ‘Pilchard 
Boats as the Tide Recedes’ by John Christian Douglas 
(1860-1938). On the far left of the photograph, on the 
noticeboard, a sign reads: ‘We regret that dogs are no 
longer allowed in the library – new byelaws’. On the desk 
are two signs IN and OUT, which is rather reminiscent of 
current COVID-19 instructions. Underneath IN, it reads 
‘Please wait for books to be stamped’. I can’t make out the 
wording underneath OUT. On the counter are four date 
stamps. In those days every book had a sheet stuck onto 
its first page which had to be stamped with the date by 
which the book had to be returned. 
 

 

The second photograph shows the ground floor area 
between the main entrance and the windows overlooking 
Tregenna Place, through which it is possible to see the 
frontage of the International Stores (now Wetherspoons’ 
Hain Line). 
 

There was an opportunity for Henry Gilbert to redesign the 
building in such a way that more shelf space could be 
created, because of its high ceiling. He organised the 
construction of two mezzanine areas at either end of the 
ground floor. One became a childrens’ library, and the other 
(not shown) was originally the reference library. Later this 
second mezzanine area became the art library, and the 
reference section was transferred to the first floor. As you 
see from the photograph, these areas must have been 
rather claustrophobic, especially for adults. There were 
also rather a lot of stairs for young children and their 
mothers to climb. I wonder if pushchairs were stored 
downstairs, or whether they had to be dragged up? 
 

The design of the library shelving made it difficult for  
 

 

 
 

shorter people to reach books on the top level. I remember 
very well that when the St Ives Archive moved into the what 
had been the reading room on the first floor, in 1996, there 
was no shelving for us, except for a couple of these rather 
flimsy looking units. When we put too many files and boxes 
on them, they collapsed! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Through the door to the left of the front desk, stairs led up 
to the first floor landing, as seen in this photograph. Here, 
Henry Gilbert had designed a comfortable seating area, in 
which a number of pot plants had been added. On the wall 
hung the Wilhelmina Barns-Graham painting Cornish 
Landscape (Porthleven) Evening 1951, recently transferred 
from the Guildhall. 
 

 



 
 

The final photograph is another view of the space at the top 
of the stairs, which shows three other art works; from the 
left - the Borlase Smart oil painting - View of St Ives from 
Clodgy, 1936; a photograph of the Library’s benefactor, 
John Passmore Edwards by Ernest C Argall of Truro (1871-
1941) - sadly no longer hanging in the current layout; and 
a watercolour by John Mallard Bromley (1858-1939), St 
Ives Harbour, 1900. The door at the back led to the 
Reading Room. This area contained tables and chairs and 
sloping boards attached to the walls, which made it easy 
for visitors, standing up, to read the large-size newspapers 
that were delivered to the library daily. It was this space that 
became the home of the St Ives Archive for a number of 
happy years. 
 

The door between the photograph and the painting led to a 
storage and work space, and then into a kitchen area, 
which the Archive volunteers shared with the Library staff. 
 

 

 

 

A note on Sam Bennetts, who has provided such a wealth of images over a good number of years 
 

 
 

 

Sam was born in Canonstown. His father was a railway man 
and the foreman at the Great Western Railway’s St Erth 
station sidings. He was interested in music and joined the 
Town Band as a drummer. 
 

After leaving school, he served an apprenticeship as a motor 
mechanic at Roach’s Garage in Carbis Bay. He also learned 
to drive and was given the job of collecting the national 
newspapers from St Erth station in Roach’s van, and 
delivering them to the local newsagents. 
 

In World War Two he worked in Bristol as an electrician in 
aircraft production and then joined the army and served with 
the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. In 1950 he 
purchased Jennings’ Garage in the Stennack, and renamed 
it Bennetts’ Garage. 
 

In 1965 Sam accepted a camera, possibly a twin lens 
Rolleiflex, in payment for a motor repair he had done for a 
hard-up visitor. It changed his life. It wasn’t long before he 
set up a darkroom in the garage and began developing and 
printing his own work. He soon started submitting the 
occasional print to the local press, and in 1966 he turned 
‘pro’ and sold his garage to Oakley Eddy. 
 

Sam’s first great project was to photograph the oil tanker 
‘Torrey Canyon’ which famously and disastrously ran 
aground close to the Scillies in 1967. It was the first of many 
national stories that he covered during his career, including 
the Penlee lifeboat disaster in 1981, and the great fire at the 
Harbour Café in Fore Street in July 1970. Sadly, Sam had to 
retire in 1995 when his eyes began to fail. But thanks to his 
son, we can now all enjoy and share his images. 
 
 

 
 
Here is a photograph of volunteers cleaning oil from birds caught up in the 
‘Torrey Canyon’ disaster which took place the same year that the library was 
refurbished. 
 

Janet Axten 
Due to Government Covid-19 restrictions St Ives Archive has had to close 
to the public. All being well it will re-open on Tuesday 8th December. 
However, if in the meantime you have any queries, please contact 
admin@stivesarchive.org 
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Those fabulous Radio 1 Roadshows in St Ives 1974 to 1999 
 

Originally the idea of BBC radio producer, later Radio 1 Controller, Johnny Beerling, the Radio 1 Roadshows became a 
popular annual summer series of live broadcasts from UK coastal resorts that toured during 1973-1999. The first one 
was held at Fistral Beach, Newquay on 23 July 1973, hosted by DJ Alan Freeman with a small support crew led by Tony 
‘Smiley Miley’ Miles who supplied the caravan with a drop down stage, broadcasting from 5 to 7pm. The typical 
Roadshow season settled down to a rough formula that lasted three decades, with the odd minor tweak: Shows generally 
ran in July and August, broadcasting 11am to 12.30pm each weekday from a different resort or town. 
 

The first Roadshow to come to St Ives was on Friday 2 August 1974 hosted by DJ Ed Stewart (who returned the next 
year and again in 1979) and was unusually broadcast from 4 to 5.30pm rather than the normal mid-day slot. It was to 
become a fixed annual summer event in the town for quite a few years. The original site was on The Island with the 
stage near the car park and a lot of the audience sitting on the grass going up the hill towards the Chapel. Annual shows 
continued on this site through to the summer of 1982, by which time a whole host of star DJs had appeared including: 
Noel Edmunds, Paul Burnett (twice), Dave Lee Travis, Peter Powell, and Tony Blackburn. By 1983 much larger vehicles 
were required to stage a Roadshow and access to the Island was prohibited by the narrow streets, so a new site had to 
be found and the St Ives Rugby Club fitted the bill well. 
 

DJ Mike Read hosted the first St Ives Rugby Club Roadshow on Friday 26 August 1983, followed by virtually annual 
events there until the last one on 13 August 1999. The final few shows saw guest artists along with the star DJ, and an 
evening ‘Dance Party’ session was added for the last two years which was a separate broadcast from 8.30 or 9pm for 
a couple of hours. The most famous guests at St Ives were: Wham! / Justin Hayward (1983), Boyzone / Matt Goss 
(1995), Ocean Colour Scene (1996), Natalie Imbruglia / Billie Piper (1998), Shed Seven / Dina Carroll / Geri Halliwell 
(1999). Later DJs included: Steve Wright, Gary Davies, Chris Evans, Simon Mayo, Dave Pearce and more. 
 

Several other Cornish resorts were venues for Roadshows over the years: Fistral Beach at Newquay was probably used 
every year since hosting that very first event in 1973: Bude, Carlyon Bay and  Falmouth featured regularly: and there 
was even two at Marazion (Folly Field site opposite Saint Michael’s Mount) in the Augusts of 1985 and 1986. All 
Roadshows ceased after the summer of 1999 and were replaced by a series of one-day pop festivals with the title “One 
Big Sunday” from summer of 2000. These tended to be held in large city centre parks and featured up to eight live acts 
on a huge stage plus video screens. The Sunday events eventually morphed into the “BBC Radio 1’s Big Weekend”, a 
massive two-day festival concentrating on current music and new acts - certainly an upgrade from the original caravan 
and a couple of record decks on those very first Roadshows. 
 

The St Ives Roadshows seem to be lovingly remembered by those who attended them over the years, although most 
who went to the early Island events consider them to be superior to the later Rugby Club shows, possibly due to the 
more picturesque and magical setting. However, there is a fair bit of confusion over the dates and other details about 
the Roadshows on the internet (not surprisingly after the passage of over 40 years in some cases) but by checking 
listings in the Radio Times and other sources like the Times & Echo I hope the Archive now has a reasonably accurate 
record of basic information about these shows which can be referred to in greater detail than given here. Despite 
extensive research it has so far proved impossible to ascertain if there was a St Ives Roadshow in 1994 - others certainly 
happened in Cornwall that summer with a Newquay date on Wednesday 17 August that year and usually the St Ives 
show would be within a few days of that. It is possible that St Ives could not be accommodated in the Roadshow schedule 
that year but if you know different please do get in touch, likewise if you have any good photographs taken at any St 
Ives Roadshows. A St Ives Rugby Club Roadshow excerpt from 1993 can be seen here on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upZHIqSjEKs&t=36s                                                                        Phil Saward 
 

 

The Radio 1 Roadshow stage at the bottom of The 
Island, St Ives, 28 July 1975. Note the builders on the 
roof of St Nicholas Court which was currently under 

construction. 
 
 
 

Tony Blackburn on stage at the Radio 1 Roadshow on a 
very packed Island, 28 August 1981. 

He seems to have quite a summer tan but that is 
possibly due to the quality of the photograph 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=upZHIqSjEKs&t=36s


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The winner of the 
recent  
#CWADaggers for 
best historical crime 
book is available to 
borrow as a book, or 
download as a FREE 
ebook or a FREE 
downloadable 
audiobook from 
Cornwall libraries. If 
you are not using 
borrow box yet to 
download books, 
come in and we will 
get you started.  
 

If you know someone 
who is shielding let us 
know and one of our 
digital champions will 
get them up and 
running. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
(Address Remove)  

Do you remember Phil’s excellent article a 
short while ago featuring Chrissy Quayle? 
 

Margaret Notman sent the article to 
Chrissy and she contacted FOSIL via 
Facebook.  She wanted Phil to know that 
she appreciated the thorough and well-
balanced report and wondered if she could 
get in contact with Phil. 
 

Chrissy and Phil have been in contact, and 
a copy of her letter is shown here.  She 
promised Phil two CDs, which were 
enclosed with the letter.  
 

Well done Phil! 
 
And thank you Chrissy Quayle. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cwadaggers?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUF1Zz5nEqvOkE9OVP0GOelu0NxNwBGU1rSxfdBmjDzx11M6KZwA4MFWZeWNvHbVO-KpjgOL0Aj_W35I0pN3L1h-pdMAKvABZVmaoJLOvEgDT5aV93N9wUePNL_M5SGIZp5smPjsZtj94k0heBm0Lpt7AKEuGJ7USQpONn6CmHMeJKPsjLFqia_CWqzTGtLdZc&__tn__=*NK-R


 

Libraries in Lockdown 

Our lovely library here in St Ives continued to support the community during (the first) lockdown. They will continue to 
do so throughout November and beyond. 
A report recently published in ‘Libraries Connected’ stated: 
 

‘Over 75% of libraries delivered online events during lockdown and library teams made over 130,000 calls to local 
people who were shielding or vulnerable, reveals new research from Libraries Connected. 
 

The Libraries in Lockdown report, published today, shows how libraries and their staff kept communities connected 
and supported the most vulnerable. It also reveals how libraries demonstrated their skills, empathy and flexibility 
during lockdown to respond to the rapidly evolving situation. 
Leaders of over 130 library services responded to our online survey and we carried out video interviews with a further 
20 leaders. Other key report findings include: 
 

o Storytimes, rhymetimes, arts and crafts, reading/book groups and Lego clubs were the activities programmed 
by the most library services 

o 60% of services managed to continue delivering a Home Library Service, providing vital comfort and books to 
very vulnerable users 

o Just over half of library services managed to increase their online audiences 
o A quarter of library staff were redeployed to other areas of the local pandemic response. 

Our research participants also shared their concerns over future funding and their fears that their success in delivering 
digital and remote services could threaten the availability of physical library spaces.’  
 

The report was prepared by Activist Group for Libraries Connected. 
 

Read the full report here: https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/news/library-services-online-events-

lockdown 

Poetry Group 
 

Theme for November – The Winds 
 

 

 
 

Margaret Sidey recommends Christina Rossetti’s: 
 

Who has seen the wind? 
 

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you: 
But when the leaves hang trembling, 
The wind is passing through. 
 

Who has seen the wind? 
Neither you nor I: 
But when the trees bow down their heads, 
The wind is passing by. 
 
Winds of Ciara 
 

The winds of Storm Ciara 
dare not touch the moon, 
or its floating layer 
of green smokiness 
flushed with reddish orange. 
After a rainy ascent, 
grey lace clouds unveil 
an immense spectre 
and the moon scrambles 
up, up into a magnificent, 
ancient starry black sky 
as the earth soaks, then floods. 
 

Linda Collins 
 

 

windy night 
 

Restless, angry, late at night, 
the wind circles the old cottage 
where neither of us can sleep, 
its wailing,  unabated breath 
an assault battering the granite 
like a phantom hammer. 
 

Outside, gusts shake distressed trees 
rattle roofs and overturn plant pots,  
as I discover in the early hours: 
struggling to stand in the gale 
with rain whipping my face 
I rescue what I can and watch  
the grey dawn’s ghostly shadow 
over the churning, sombre sea. 
 

..followed by... 
 

windy day 
 

The wind is endless and unstoppable -  
Going for a walk is quite impossible - 
Trees groan and shake their branches 
In a whirl the autumn leafstorm dances 
But black backed gulls endure the blast 
Soaring on currents and flying past. 
 

Seized at random thrown everywhere 
Torn papers flap in whistling air 
The binmen grimly grab their loads 
Bins are blown down darkened roads 
Going outdoors is more like setting sail 
As shoppers totter through the gale 
Hats and umbrellas are blown away  
As I sweep up leaves on a windy day. 
 

Ivor Frankell 
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