
 
 

           
 

St Ives Library and Information Service 2021 
 

St Ives Library opening times Monday – Saturday 9.30am – 4.00pm for Click & Collect Only 
A computer is available for your use – please book in advance 

Our lovely library staff will drop off books to those who cannot journey into the centre of town during Lockdown 
Need advice? CAB is still running an appointment system 

 
Janet Axten  Jane Dews  Tricia Friskney-Adams  Margaret Notman  Anna Martin  Gill Malcolm  Phil Saward 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy New Year to all.  2021 seems to be a continuation of 2020 but we hope you are staying at home, staying 
safe and reading!   
 
 

To start Margaret Notman would like to celebrate the achievement of an eight year old boy who has written his first 
book! 
 

  
 
He has also been recognised by being given a 'Points of Light' award which is given to "outstanding" volunteers 
"making a change in their community". The Duchess of Cornwall who is Patron for Literacy wrote to congratulate Milan 
on his "absolutely wonderful " achievement and also  on raising over £3,000 so far. 
 

Milan said "I feel proud knowing I have made a difference to the lives of other children affected by Covid-19 because 
reading promotes health and wellbeing".  He went on to say "I love reading and learning about the world through 
books and I want to help as many children as possible discover the magic of reading and all the great benefits it 
comes with". 
 

Each week on Social Media Milan shares a book of the week that he has read on lockdown to help inspire and 
encourage young children to read more books. 
 

Milan has also combined his two favourite hobbies.  He cycled 50 laps around the University of Bolton Stadium over 
10 days for FitforLit - 1 lap for every book he read during lockdown.  Milan raised over £2,000. 
 

We should indeed be proud of this enthusiastic literacy talent and achiever who is only 8 years old. 
Margaret Notman 

 
 

 
 
 

 

FOSIL News & Views XVIIII 
28th January 2021 

Co-op Local Community Fund 

 Please remember - we are aiming to raise funds to purchase new chairs and a 
chair stacking system for the Greta Williams Community Room. If you haven’t 
already done so, PLEASE support us by following the links to register your 
support. 
  

Join online at coop.co.uk/membership or by downloading the Co-op app. 
 

 

Use the  link to our cause / profile page: 
 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/51093 
 

 

Milan Kumar has written a book called ‘Covid Christmas 
Parade’.  Yes I know Christmas has passed, but the spirit is still 
with us. The story is about a young boy called James spreading 
festive cheer during the pandemic.  This means no travelling or big 
parties. Will social distancing ruin the magic of Christmas, or will 
James bring back his town's 'Christmas cheer'? 
 

Milan wants the proceeds to go to the National Literacy Trust, and 
his fundraising efforts have been recognised by the Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson.  Milan has said that the inspiration came after he 
had completed the '50 book' reading challenge in three months 
rather than the recommended year during the first lockdown, thus 
becoming a literacy champion. 

https://localcommunityfund.newsweaver.com/CoopLocalCommunityFundPayment/138olnjo6ih3kegr51s0lj/external?email=true&a=5&p=5804855&t=2046029
https://localcommunityfund.newsweaver.com/CoopLocalCommunityFundPayment/ybh8f4vaigp3kegr51s0lj/external?email=true&a=5&p=5804855&t=2046029
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/51093


 

 
Fiction 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fiction 

 

The Push by Ashley Audrain (7 Jan): - Ashley Audrain’s debut novel is a compulsive and addictive read about 
motherhood, which looks at what happens when women are not believed. It follows Blythe Connor, whose first child 
Violet is demanding and fretful, to the point where Blythe thinks there is something wrong. But Blythe’s husband, Fox, 
thinks she’s imagining everything, and doesn’t understand how Blythe’s childhood experiences have shaped her. What 
if, asks Audrain, motherhood is everything you feared instead of everything you hoped for? 
The Living Sea of Waking Dreams by Richard Flanagan (14 Jan): - Booker Prize-winning author Richard 
Flanagan returns with a story of a family facing death against a backdrop of climate change and global catastrophe. 
Anna’s aged mother is dying, if her three children would allow her to do so. Condemned by their pity, she increasingly 
escape through her hospital window into visions of horror and light. When Anna’s finger vanishes, followed by her knee, 
she begins to see others are similarly vanishing, but no one else notices. This is a beautiful meditation on love, family 
and the world we live in.  
We Are All Birds of Uganda by Hafsa Zayyan (21 Jan): - This debut novel moves between 1960s Uganda and present-
day London, exploring the lives over several generations over two continents. 
In Uganda widower Hasan is struggling to run his family business. Just as he thinks he’s found his way, a new regime 
seizes power, threatening what he has built. In London, Sameer is a high-flying young lawyer who is called back home 
after an unexpected tragedy. 
Hafsa Zayyan was co-winner of the inaugural winner of the #Merky Books New Writers’ Prize.   
 

Non-fiction 
 

Happy Planning by Charlotte Plain (7 Jan): - When we filled out our 2020 planners and bought our diaries for the year, 
we never imagined how the year would turn out. And 2021 may prove to be as unexpected.  
But Charlotte Plain’s Happy Planning will help you plan any aspect of your life, from the weekly shop and meal planning 
to budgeting and getting ready for big occasions.  
Plain is behind the Instagram account @princess.planning, which has more than 190,000 followers, and this book 
promises to be a practical guide to bring order to the chaos.  
Some Body to Love by Alexandra Heminsley (14 Jan): - In 2017, Alexandra Heminsley was told that her partner was 
going to transition. It was the latest in a series of events, including giving birth, that left Heminsley feeling more and more 
dissociated from her own body. In her open-hearted memoir, Heminsley talks about losing a husband but gaining a best 
friend, bringing up a baby in a changing world, and what it means to have a human body and feel connected and 
disconnected from it.  
Empireland by Sathnam Sanghera (28 Jan): - Journalist Sathnam Sanghera’s new book is an essential addition to 
Britain’s debate about its colonial past. Sanghera takes a look at how so much of what we consider to be modern is 
rooted in its imperial past, from the foundation of the NHS to the nature of our racism and the exceptionalism that was 
a core part of the campaign for Brexit and the government’s early dealing with coronavirus. 
Empireland urges readers to look at the contradictions in a Britain that both celebrates empire and doesn’t want us to 
look at it too closely. It’s only by seeing where we come from that we can being to understand out present, 
and Empireland is key to that understanding.  
 

Children's 
 

How To Change The World by Rashmi Sirdeshpande & Annabel Tempest (7 Jan): - Be inspired to change the world 
in 2021. In Rashmi Sirdeshpande’s new book, you’ll learn about 15 phenomenal things people have achieved throughout 
history. Travel back to Ancient Egypt to hear how the craftsmen built the Great Pyramid or to when the Ancient Greeks 
first established democracy. In more recent times, discover how campaigners fought for women’s right to vote and how 
Rosa Parks helped initiate the US civil rights movement. It’s amazing what can be achieved when humans work together. 
The Worries: Sohal Finds a Friend by Jion Sheibani (14 Jan): - It’s normal to feel worried from time to time but 
sometimes our worries can take over. Sohal worries about a lot of things; the dark, not having any friends, mutant sheep. 
So, to make himself feel better, Sohal draws his worries. And it works! Except, when Sohal wakes up the next morning, 
he finds that his worries have come to life as furry creatures; Hurt, Babs, Anger, Big, Fail and Alone. And unfortunately 
for Sohal, his worries start to get a little out of control… This is a great read for fans of Pixar film Inside Out. 
Ned and the Great Garden Hamster Race by Kim Hillyard (21 Jan):- The day of the Great Garden Hamster Race has 
arrived and Ned the hamster is very excited. He’s been training super hard for this and is determined to win. Ned sets 
off and he’s already in first place! If he carries on at this pace, he’s sure to be champion. But then Ned comes across a 
few different creatures in dire need of some help. Will Ned realise that it’s more important to be kind than to win? 
What to Look For in Spring by Elizabeth Jenner & Natasha Durley (21 Jan): - The What to Look For series – originally 
published in the 1960s – has had a 2020s update. Elizabeth Jenner and Natasha Durley show us what the natural world 
in the UK currently looks like throughout the year. From the blooming buds of spring to the long, dark nights of winter, 
these books are a great introduction to the seasons for little readers. 
 
 

Best New Books Out in 2021 – January 

 
 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/316617/the-push/9780241434550.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1120597/the-living-sea-of-waking-dreams/9781784744182.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/authors/1074244/richard-flanagan.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/authors/1074244/richard-flanagan.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1119256/we-are-all-birds-of-uganda/9781529118643.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1120005/happy-planning/9781529107241.html
https://www.instagram.com/princess.planning/?hl=en
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/1117883/some-body-to-love/9781784743079.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/317240/empireland/9780241445297.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/authors/32236/sathnam-sanghera.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/314197/how-to-change-the-world/9780241410349.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/316727/the-worries/9780241438619.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/313937/ned-and-the-great-garden-hamster-race--a-story-about-kindness/9780241413418.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/315336/what-to-look-for-in-spring/9780241416181.html


 

                            
 

Cornish musical highlights review of 2020 plus some news updates for 2021 
 

2020 was a difficult year to find any sort of highlights in but I have come up with a few musical gems and will also relay 
some updated news on a couple of locally revered musicians. 
 

Best local gig: I do hope the choice will be much bigger during this year but the Steve Tilston concert at The Acorn 
Penzance on 21 February would be hard to beat whatever the competition. Steve was promoting his most recent CD 
“Distant Days”, subtitled ‘solo acoustic recollections’, which are new recordings of self-penned songs covering his entire 
career. The CD really shows the strength of his writing and playing, as the gig did which also included some great brand 
new songs. 
 

Best local new recording: Katie Kirk & Rick Williams CD. This Mounts Bay duo will be known by quite a few of you 
from acclaimed gigs at the St Ives Arts Club and their 2019 September Festival appearance. Katie has an astounding 
voice and multi-instrumentalist Rick is a superb guitarist and vocalist. The CD covers traditional folk ballads, adaptions 
of poems, Cornish choir references and more. Check out their website and listen to an excellent version of “The Snow 
it Melts the Soonest” filmed at the King Edward Mine (but not on this CD) and their ‘live in concert’ take on the Charles 
Causley poem “Morwenstow” (on this disc as a studio recording). A contemporary Cornish classic, with a lovely Jo March 
cover. Go to: Katie Kirk & Rick Williams (katiekirkandrickwilliams.co.uk) 
 

Best reissue: “Wizz Jones” - his first self-titled solo LP on United Artists from 1969. The very first official reissue of this 
material released on the slightly delayed Record Store Day of 2020 in a hand-numbered vinyl edition with bonus CD of 
mono and stereo mixes, plus insert notes, images and repro flier. The reproduction sleeve includes the original notes by 
Long John Baldry recalling his beatnik days of the late 1950’s, with Cornish name checks here and within the enclosed 
insert. Packed with some great Alan Tunbridge songs and fine playing from Wizz, do try and hear it. 
 

Best charity shop find: “Piggery Jokery” LP by The Pigsty Hill Light Orchestra (VTS 8 Village Thing Records 1971). 
Found in early 2020 in a Redruth charity shop, this was recorded live at the Room at the Top, Redruth during August / 
September 1971 by Village Thing Records founder Ian A. Anderson. Not a valuable record, but a nice reminder of how 
good the Pigs were live, with their early jazz/blues/humour mix that went down very well in folk clubs. The Room at the 
Top had started out with mainly rock bands like Juicy Lucy and Orange Bicycle in October 1968, but it became more of 
a folk venue with the Famous Jug Band as club residents for a while. Many big folk acts of the time played here such as 
Ralph McTell, Al Stewart, Bridget St John and Strawbs. 
 

Chrissy Quayle / Duo Masque: The current project of ‘The Mermaid of Zennor’ now living in Spain. The duo features 
Chrissy on flute, sax, melodica and more, along with her lovely vocals, plus partner Russell Roberts on guitar, bass and 
percussion. Their CDs usually have several additional musicians and their most recent 2020 release heavily features 
Jose Montalvo on electric / acoustic guitar. The material covers jazz, flamenco, funk, Arabic, Irish, world and more in a 
very fresh and original way. Quite a few tracks from this CD are to be found on YouTube with excellent creative visuals 
- search for “Duo Masque” and you will find them, so if they appeal do ‘like and subscribe’. 
 

Roger Brooks new CD release: This is the eagerly awaited compilation of live 1979/80 recordings from Pipers Folk 
Club, originally taped by St Ives hotelier / folk music enthusiast Denis Clixby. Technical sound wizard / musician Mic 
McCreadie has recently processed the tapes for his Camborne-based Whole-in-One Productions and the CD has finally 
been produced. A worthy and most welcome addition to legacy of Mr Brooks which really does him proud. See the trailer 
here: Roger Brooks - New CD Promo Film - YouTube  with details of purchasing a copy and try to spot Colin Johnson 
(FOSIL Chair for many years) and an animated Bob Devereux in some of the photos. Happy New Year to you all, with 
hopes for a lot more live music during 2021.                                                                                                        
 

 

https://www.katiekirkandrickwilliams.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0FBqeEu_2E


 
Chrissy Quayle and Russell Roberts as Duo Masque 2020 CD 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Steve Tilston remembering Roger Brooks, for the new CD of Roger at Pipers Folk Club 1979/80 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Phil Saward 

               
 

Have you seen the latest list of courses from 
the WEA?  Accessible online from as little as 
£5.00 



 
 

 
 

One of the most popular St Ives themes depicted by artists from all over the world has been the harbour with its fishing 
boats. I find it interesting that this subject is not well represented among the many original works of art hanging in the 
Library. We do catch a glimpse of the fishing fleet in Louis Grier’s painting Evening, St Ives, featured in the 19th 
November edition of News and Views, but the boats themselves are almost an afterthought; that painting represents, 
almost exclusively and beautifully, a wide expanse of sea and sky. 
 

It’s difficult to know what to say about John Bromley’s painting St Ives Harbour. In one sense it is good to see an image 
of the fishing fleet which, in 1900, was such a prominent part of the life of the town. But look carefully at the three gigs 
in the foreground; each has a St Ives boat registration number on its bow. From left to right these read: SS125, SS76 
and SS41 - SS being the registration code for St Ives. Apparently, since the end of the 18th century, all fishing boats and 
other small craft sailing the waters around the British Isles were first required to register, so that the coastguard 
authorities could identify vessels at a distance and track them as they moved around the coast. It also helped to control 
against smuggling*. We would therefore expect Bromley’s painting to be illustrating particular fishing vessels working 
out of the harbour at the turn of the twentieth century. 
 

However – seeing is not necessarily believing. This watercolour once hung outside the St Ives Archive room on the first 
floor of the Library. One day a visitor came in and excitedly said that she had connections with one of the numbered 
boats in the painting. We looked carefully at the Archive’s Fishing Boat Register and discovered that sadly, the numbers 
shown in the painting bore no relationship to the actual boats that the numbers represented. This was not an accurate 
depiction of the fishing fleet, but a scene out of the artist’s imagination. 
 

Does this matter? After all, artists paint what they want, in precisely the style they wish. We should therefore not 
necessarily be surprised to come across a case of what we call ‘artistic licence’. Perhaps because the painting itself is 
so representational we expect its content to teach us something about the history of the town. There is no doubt that 
paintings of a particular place are often valuable resources for historians and archivists. Our Honorary Museum Curator, 
Brian Stevens, has regularly given lectures during the September Festival on the development of the town as illustrated 
in the wide range of paintings hanging on the walls of the Museum. But it is vital for historians to be aware that not all 
works of art truly represent their subject matter, even if they appear to do so. 
 

It’s not surprising that John Bromley used St Ives Harbour as a basis for many of his paintings. After living a short time 
in St Peter’s Street, in 1905 he and his wife Selina moved into a rather dilapidated cottage adjacent to Smeaton’s Pier, 
previously owned by the Vicar of St Ives, Canon John Balmer Jones. The Bromleys transformed the building into a fine 
two storey spacious house which they called Quay House. Later a conservatory was added on the pier side which gave 
Bromley amazingly fine views. David Tovey in his book St Ives (1860-1930): The Artists and the Community, wrote that 
Bromley considered himself a ‘gentleman’ artist, in that he didn’t open his studio to the general public. He had also heard 
that Bromley was reputedly one of the first St Ives residents to acquire both a car and a telephone. The couple would 
live in Quay House for the rest of their lives; John dying in 1930 and his wife one year later. 
 

London born John Bromley was from an artistic family stretching back several generations. He first studied under his 
father William, and then went to Paris. He moved to St Ives in 1897, where he met and married an art student, Selina 
Wing. It didn’t take him long to join the Arts Club, often serving on its Committee, and acting as Treasurer between 1906 
and 1911. He also helped to organise the artists’ entertainments at the Club. Best known for his watercolours, especially 
of the local area, Bromley was also a member of the St Ives Society of Artists from 1929 until his death, exhibiting 
regularly in Society shows. 
 

It is not known when St Ives Harbour was moved into the Library building. It now hangs high above the entrance door 
onto Gabriel Street.                                                                                                                                          Janet Axten 

 

*For more information about fishing boat registration codes see http://jg.ten27.org/jg49.htm 

 

JOHN MALLARD 
BROMLEY (1858-1939) 

 
St Ives Harbour 

 1900 
 

Watercolour 

 

http://jg.ten27.org/jg49.htm


 

Poetry Group  The theme for January is ‘Light’ 
 

 

LIGHT 
 

The light started to slide into darkness 
At the church Christingle candle service 
As above the young children shone a white halo 
The aura above the older kids a golden yellow 
An angel appeared taking me by the arm 
In St. Michael I sensed safety, Peace from harm 
He guided me to the pre-school pupils on a pew 
Saying the perfect bright light showed innocence new 
Time stood still as he said these are the pure hearts 
What you are seeing is God in small parts 
They have the ultimate power in their grasp 
But do not have the control to hold it fast 
Those older beings who know how to direct it true 
Have less of the God particles shiny and new 
St. Michael said the secret is with you tonight 
True power is when we meet together in a combined 
    LIGHT                                                      Paul Hickson 
 

ENLIGHTENMENT FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

How might enlightenment feel? 
Would I be suddenly wise, 
understanding everything there is to know, 
with the new sunrise? 
 

Somehow I think not... 
Perhaps it comes more humbly with a gradual flow, 
unrecognised almost but seen by some, 
who are not yet enlightened, 
but 'hoping some day it might be  so'. 
 

Recognise its dawnings in the wider world, 
spreading across the globe like soft snow, 
miraculous in its purity and transforming glow.  Liz White 
  

Throughway, Play of Light (for S and S, and for R) 
 

The chapel’s silent as we enter 
duck beneath the lintel, forced to bow  
sodden steps drip doubt into the nave  
 

A chill hangs, permeates  
more than frigid temperature  
a lingering of long unanswered prayer 
 

Sandstone brick in red and amber  
lights to stop and caution 
the only green’s outside amidst the headstones 
 

Crumbled, chipping gilt reminds    
of traffic gone before 
fading, dissipates in ochre bricks mortared in cold  
 

Through bone-chill, real and intangible 
a single beam of light  
pierces this space, past leaded glass  
slender, stained, soft palette shades 
and muted rainbow hues 
 

A blush of colour, centre stage, plays slowly left and 
right 
curves like the softest smile, or swings 
a metronome in light 
and certainty                                                      Bill Arnott 
 

 

Toward the light 
 

Long is the way and steep, 
her house a place of longing 
on a barren sunny slope. 
I am late and I am rushing 
as fast as my legs still carry me 
into the dark. 
The sky is growing pale 
like stars in a morning firmament. 
Fog sneaks along the slope. 
Below me the noise of the city ebbs, 
only the crunch of my steps 
on the narrow path can still be heard, 
as if someone is grinding its teeth, 
and my heavy breath, 
that breathes and hisses 
like a thousand of horses. 
She invited me,  
the woman I adore, 
and I have known for most of my life 
and who I cannot have, 
for not to be alone this Christmas, 
her with her loneliness 
and me with my dreams. 
 

The crimson sky melts 
with the azure of the late evening, 
to be, finally, swallowed up 
by the near black of the universe, 
enveloping me in darkness, 
where I am lost 
in space and in time. 
The wind that blows from above 
is icy and dries up my lips. 
But then, as it seems after an eternity, 
I discover a light, not far from me, 
with calm warm glow, 
that leads me to  my aim. 
They are candles burning on the Christmas tree 
and I know that I am welcome here, 
after long years of desire, 
and hopeful waiting, 
in this starry night.                                   Max R Huber 

 

Christmas carols 
 

Christmastide is nigh 
Ding dong merrily on high 
Time for a mince pie 
 

An island of hope 
In the bleak midwinter – 
Good King Wenceslas 
 

Robins in the snow 
It’s just five degrees below 
In dulci jubilo                                                    Ivor Frankell 

 

 

stivesfosil@gmail.com 
 

www.fosilstives.co.uk 
 

 Find us on Facebook 
 

mailto:stivesfosil@gmail.com
http://www.fosilstives.co.uk/

