
A letter from Tomoyuki Otsuka, Mayor of Mashiko, sent in February 2021 

 
 I sometimes remember the day of the ceremony where we signed the friendship agreement and also 

the reception for the celebration held at the Embassy of Japan in London. The presence of St Ives has 

been growing larger and larger here in Mashiko among not only pottery people but also ordinary 

residents in the town. Last year the Mashiko Museum of Ceramic Art had a memorial exhibition for 

celebrating the centenary of our relationship started by the Leach Pottery. And a lot of posters with a 

photo of a bird’s eye view of St Ives were put up at various places all over the town. We had the 

coming-of-age ceremony, which celebrates the age of 20 years old, on 10th January and one of the 

representatives of the 20-year-old people from the town talked about her experience visiting St Ives as 

a delegation during her junior high school student period. The experience gave her opportunities for 

leaning the broadness and interests of the “world” and she is now looking for a job that would lead her 

to the “world” after graduating from her university.  

About 100 Mashiko students have visited St Ives and been looked after by your people during their 

stay. We were to have an opportunity to have your students in Mashiko last year but that had to be 

cancelled due to COVID-19 unfortunately. I do hope that we will have a chance to have your students 

here in the future.  

The third wave of COVID-19 has been spreading in Japan. Once we get through these difficult times, 

we will restart memorial events for the centenary that had to be postponed by considering the safety 

carefully. I believe that residents of Mashiko and visitors to the town will enjoy the “pleasure through 

exchanges” and “happiness living with cultures and arts”.  

I wish all the people in St Ives health and the best of luck from Mashiko in Japan.  

 

Tomoyuki Otsuka,  

Mayor of Mashiko Town 


