
 
 

           
 

 

St Ives Library and Information Centre is open again for 
browsing, computer use and information.  
 

9:30am - 4:00pm Monday - Saturday. 
 

If you are making a special trip to use a computer, we advise 
booking online to avoid disappointment as we are still following 
social distancing rules. 
 

Click here to book online: 

 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/.../using.../computers-and-wifi/ 
 

 
 
A gentle reminder that library fines will be reinstated on the 1st of May 2021. Please get in touch if you cannot 
renew or return your books by the 1st so that you do not incur fines. The fines will be 25p per day for any books 
borrowed on an adult card. 
 

Looking for something to watch? Our classic films are all free to 
borrow for one week. Order online for free and collect from the library. 

 
What Are You Reading? 

Two recommendations from St Ives Library 
 

Homesick: Why I Live In A Shed by local author 
Catrina Davies 
On the shelf now with no queue!   
Age thirty-one, Catrina Davies was renting a boxroom in 
Bristol, which she shared with four other adults and a 
child.  Working several jobs and never knowing if she 
could pay the rent, she felt like she was breaking apart. 
 

Homesick for the landscape of her childhood, in the far west of Cornwall, Catrina decides to give 
up the boxroom and face her demons. As a child, she saw her family and security torn apart; 
now she resolves to make a tiny, dilapidated shed a home of her own. 
 

With the freedom to write, surf, make music, Catrina rebuilds the shed and, piece by piece, her 
own sense of self. On the border of civilisation and wilderness, between woods and the sea, she 

discovers the true value of home, while trying to find her place in a fragile natural world. 
 

This is the story of a personal housing crisis and a country-wide one, grappling with class, economics, mental health 
and nature.  It shows how housing can trap us or set us free, and what it means to feel at 
home. 

 

Interior Chinatown by Charles Yu, Winner of the 2020 National Book Awards 
 

A deeply personal novel about race, pop culture, and escaping the roles we are forced to 
play – by the author of the infinitely inventive ‘How To Live Safely in a Science Fictional 
Universe’ 
 

Willis Wu doesn’t perceive himself as a protagonist even in his own life: he’s merely a 
Generic Asian Man. Sometimes he gets to be a Background Oriental Making a Weird 
Face or even Disgraces Son, but he is always relegated to a prop.  Yet every day he 
leaves his tiny room in a Chinatown SRO and enters the Golden Palace Restaurant, 
where Black and White, a procedural cop show, is in perpetual production.  He’s a bit 
player here too, but dreams of being Kung Fu Guy – the most respected role that anyone 
who looks like him can attain.  At least, that’s what he has been told, time and time 
again. Except by one person – his mother – who says to him ‘Be more’. 
 

Playful but heartfelt, a send up of Hollywood tropes and Asian stereotypes, Interior 
Chinatown is Charles Yu’s most moving, daring and masterly novel yet. 
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Jasper Rees: Let’s Do It – Authorised biography of Victoria Wood 
 

Despite her decades of fame, Victoria Wood was a very private person, 
and so, when she died in 2016, only her close friends knew that her 
cancer had returned and this time it was inoperable. 
 

Jasper Rees: Let’s Do It – The Authorised biography of Victoria 
Wood is almost 600 pages long. It is an affectionate look at a very 
complex person. 
 

Wood grew up in an isolated house in Bury with no running water. Her 
“proudly humourless” mother would collect snags of wool caught on 
railings to make jumpers. Victoria was painfully shy and shut herself in 
her bedroom with just a piano and books for company.  One of her 
famous sketches shows  a tubby teenager setting off to swim the 
Channel all alone whilst her parents take the opportunity to have an 
evening out  - these fictitious, aloof parents were actually based on her 
own who showed little interest in their talented daughter. Time and time 
again she would explore the relationship between an absentee mother 
and daughter in her sketches.  
 

Throughout her life Wood struggled with her fluctuating weight and 
used  her sketches to poke fun and attack the slimming business which 
she blamed for making their millions on the back of women’s  insecurity 
and misery.  
 

Teenage years were spent alone in her bedroom where she mastered 
the art of playing and performing her  own music and songs. She 
readily admitted that she was painfully shy in any social situation, yet 
she would lose all inhibitions when performing. She was incredibly 
focussed and only 20 when she appeared in and won the tv talent 

show, New Faces in the early 1970s.  A small career break came with a regular slot on That’s Life but although her 
talent was plain to see there weren’t that many opportunities for a piano playing witty songwriter. 
 

Consequently, she focused on play writing and won the award for ‘Most Promising New Writer’ with her tv play Talent. 
She  was an observational writer and her musical ear also enabled her to store overheard conversations and bring them 
to life through her scripts, which were rhythmically balanced so that the joke fell on precise notes. Later in her career 
she would be rewriting scripts up until the last minute  and never allowed her fellow actors to adlib because the casual 
throw away lines were all carefully crafted. 
 

Unfortunately, the media likes to pigeonhole people and so Victoria Wood was not the overnight success she might have 
otherwise been but the 1980s  saw a change in her fortunes. It was a remarkably brave decision to leave the security of 
the solid grand piano and exchange it for an empty stage and a microphone.  Talent was originally written for Julie 
Walters and Wood always credited her success to meeting Julie Walters early on in her career.  There were only two tv 
series of Wood and Walters – Julie Walters'  acting career would take her away to Hollywood, but the warmth of their 
friendship was evident in the creation of such memorable characters as Mrs Overall from Acorn Antiques in As Seen on 
TV and the elderly waitress in the classic sketch Two Soups.   
 

Wikipedia.org :Victoria Wood CBE (19 May 1953 – 20 April 2016) was an English comedian, actress, lyricist, 
singer, composer, pianist, screenwriter, producer and director. 
 

It easy to look on successful people in the world of entertainment and presume their lives are privileged and carefree. 
Victoria Wood’s immense talent was certainly recognised - she won more BAFTA awards than any other person in 
BAFTA’s history. In 2008 she awarded the CBE for her services to entertainment and yet Jasper Rees’ biography shows 
the reader that Victoria Wood’s eternal struggle and drive for perfection made her a difficult person to work with and 
unable to relax and enjoy her status as one of Britain’s  National Treasures.                                                  Anna Martin 
 

Have You Spotted the BBC Programme ‘Novels That Shaped Our World’? 
 

‘Stories have the power to change us. We asked a panel of leading writers, curators and critics to choose 100 genre-
busting novels that have had an impact on their lives, and this is the result. These English language novels written 
over the last 300 years, range from children’s classics to popular page turners. Organised into themes, they reflect the 
ways books help shape and influence our thinking. There was months of deliberation and reflection by the panel.’ 
 
Genres include: Identity; Love, Sex & Romance; Adventure; Life, Death & Other Worlds; Politics, power & Protest; 
Class & Society; Coming of Age; Family & Friendship; Crime & Conflict; Rulebreakers. 
 

Find out more: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/494P41NCbVYHlY319VwGbxp/explore-the-list-of-100-
novels-that-shaped-our-world 
 

Share the novel that has shaped you on the BBC Facebook Page or using #mybooklife on Twitter 
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ANTHONY FROST (b.1951)  
Blue Light, 174/175 

Lithograph, 2007 
Signed, numbered and dated 

45 x 65cms 
Made in association with The St Ives Printing & Publishing Company 
 

Reading through the series of articles on the art works in the Library 
building in previous issues of News and Views, it is clear that the 
works in the extensive collection have come from a number of 
different sources; some well documented, others with no formal 
paperwork. 
 

It is therefore helpful to see the note under Anthony Frost’s lithograph 
Blue Light, 2007 which reads: ‘All proceeds from the sale of this print 
are in aid of Smart Regeneration, the local fundraising initiative 
contributing to the Restoration and Renovation of Porthmeor 
Fishermen’s Cellars and Artists Studios’.  
 

The history of the Porthmeor Studios, Cellars and School of Painting, 
located at the centre of Porthmeor Beach and fronting onto Back Road West, is a fascinating one. It begins in the 1880s, 
when the early artists arriving in St Ives sought spacious studios in which to work and give classes in marine painting. 
Saved in perpetuity in 1949 for the use by the artists and fishermen, under the auspices of the newly created Borlase 
Smart Trust, it is not surprising that the condition of this iconic wooden building gradually deteriorated due to receiving 
the full force of regular north-westerly gales. Twenty years ago, there was a very real possibility that the building might 
have to be condemned. 
 

Acknowledging its historic importance because of the continuous links between artists and fishermen, English Heritage 
awarded the studios a grade 2* listing. As a result, it was possible for the Borlase Smart/John Wells Trust to completely 
renovate the building in 2012, with funds from a number of public and private sources. The fascinating story of this 
transformation can be seen in full on: https://www.bsjwtrust.co.uk/artists-studios/porthmeor-overview/renovation-project/ 
 

There was a very successful local fundraising campaign, which made a significant contribution to the overall restoration 
cost of more than £3 million. Blue Light, created by artist Anthony Frost, was one of a number of artworks that helped 
reach the total amount required. 
 

Anthony Frost is the eldest son of Sir Terry Frost. From 1970 to 1973 he studied at the Cardiff College of Art gaining a 
BA (hons) in Fine Art, following which he returned to Cornwall where he has lived near Morvah ever since. His abstract 
paintings and collages using vibrant colours, textures and abstract shapes are immediately recognisable. Anthony was 
featured in the ‘Art Now Cornwall’ exhibition at Tate St Ives in the spring of 2007. He has lectured at Falmouth School 
of Art and is a member of the Penwith Society of Artists.  
 

The lithograph hangs outside the Greta Williams Community Room on the first floor of the building. It was donated by 
the Borlase Smart John Wells Trust.                                                                                                                Janet Axten 
 

How Did You Do? 
Answers from Tony’s Dingbat Quiz 

 

 
1. Port Isaac 

 
2. Fiddlers Green 

 
3. Bussow 

 
4. Rose an Grouse 

 
5. Lostwithiel 

 

 
 

 

https://www.bsjwtrust.co.uk/artists-studios/porthmeor-overview/renovation-project/


 

Are books cool for teenagers ? 

 
There are two new young stars of social media 
who are gaining a wide audience both in this 
country and in America.  The New York Times 
regards them as "Book Tokkers" by opening up a 
new way of understanding the world of literature 
that appeals to the next generation, and helping to 
increase the sales of books they talk about. 
 

The two girls, Mireille Lee aged 15 years and her 
sister Elodie aged 13 years live in Brighton, 
England.  Mireille has a simple mission "I want 
people to have the enjoyment that I get from 
reading a book".  Elodie has also said that while 
she was in lockdown she gave no thought to 
reading because she had spent her time 

gaming.  The girls had taken to 'Tik Tok' early and had been making videos for years, but earlier this year Mireille had 
discovered 'Book Tok' - home to videos watched billions of times.  However the creators of these videos were almost 
all adults recommending books for adults.  Elodie said "Every 'Book Tok'  video I saw was recommending books for 18 
plus and I was annoyed because I couldn't find a single book that I could read". 
 

The enterprising sisters decided that seeing these books in a variety of different forms might be more appealing and 
might connect to their age group.  They use 15 second videos to share their reaction to books, usually accompanied 
by photos, sound effects and music.  ‘Viewers see the photos, they feel the beat of the music and go 'Wow, I need to 
read that right now’.   
 

Elodie suggests that books are often associated with nerdy or geeky people which she finds very frustrating. 
One of their videos  "We Were Liars " has been viewed more  than 5.5 million times, boosting sales for the author E. 
Lockhart at least six years after it was released. 
 

15 seconds may not sound enough to summarise Anna Karenina - 800 pages long - but it is sufficient to encourage 
some enthusiasm for the book which some regard as the greatest work of literature ever written and makes sure that 
the book , like many others may not be confined to the dustbin in the future.                                       Margaret Notman 
 

Poetry Group 
 

dancers 
 

dance daffodils dance 
fill hearts with pleasure 
dance in golden tutus 
fringed with silver 
wave your welcome 
to the weary 
walkers on steep hills 
 

dance in the spring 
leap up and sway 
on rainbow days 
channel the sparkle 
of the emerging sun 
in a dazzle  
of pirouettes 
 

dance in diversity 
from pale narcissi 
and delicate sol d’ors 
to blowsy double blooms 
and brilliant orange cups 
a corps de ballet 
with extravagant steps 
 

dance like lovers 
dancing to their own music 
like birdsong soaring 
or surfspray flying 
dance to the rhythm 
of surging spring 
 

dance like the flame 
of life itself 
dance through everything                              Ivor Frankell 

 

 

Invitation 
 

A murmuration blooms 
then fades 
to turn again 
a thousand starlings 
formed as one 
and becomes this charm 
that says 
let go 
don’t dwell 
move on 
 

Come join the dance                                Ralf Thorgood 

 
“No Lord of the Dance!” 
 

I thought I might assume to be the ‘The Lord of the 
Dance’, 
But legs all gangly in uncoordinated uncertainty, 
Led myself a merry dance, 
Feet at all angles totally deserting me, 
Arms aloft, toes pointed, simulating a pirouette, 
Body contorted attempting a ‘fleckerl’ 
Flick the leg, raise the shoulder, 
Don’t they realise I’m getting older! 
Be considerate audience please! 
Go easy on me, a lot less heckle!                Keith Parker 
 
All too short 
 

Mayfly brevity 
So much to dance in a day 
Mate, lay, die, then rise                            Stephen Bales 

 

 



 
 

The Tregye Festival of Contemporary Music, Carnon Downs, Truro August 1971 
 

While researching Queen’s early Cornish gigs for my last article, I found this festival 
which had a very intriguing line-up. Held at the Tregye Country Club, Carnon Downs, 
just south of Truro, on 21 August 1971, this was a one-day event that had Queen 
appearing nearly at the bottom of the bill. It was the last of Queen’s Cornish summer 
gigs that year, which included Penzance (twice), Hayle (twice), Wadebridge, St 
Agnes and the RNAS base at Culdrose! The concert was their fourth Truro date of 
the series and the first ‘outside festival’ that the band had ever done. Helping set up 
the site was Roger Taylor’s old friend Rick Evans, whose marquee company did the 
‘Summer Coast Sound Experience’ tented tour that Roger’s group Reaction had 
done during their final ever gigs of 1968. 
 

The festival was held in the previously overgrown walled garden of the Tregye 
Country Club/Hotel which had to be cleared before canvas was rigged over the 
whole thing and a stage built at one end of a slope. Roger got Queen added to the 
bill which was headlined by Arthur Brown’s Kingdom Come and Hawkwind. Other 
bands included: Duster Bennett Band - usually a one-man band blues act; Tea & 
Symphony - a progressive folk group with two LPs on Harvest; Brewers Droop - the 
bawdy blues band fronted by vocalist Ron Watts, who later found fame as a 
promoter of early punk/pub rock gigs at London’s 100 Club. (Note: Mark Knopfler of 
Dire Straits is often mentioned as being in the Droop at Tregye but his brief 
association with them was in 1973 so he was not here). 

 

The main festival organiser was Mike O’Toole aka Mojo Management from the Midlands where he had already worked 
with the band Graphite who were also on the bill. Graphite formed at Reading University in 1968 and were a dreamy 
prog rock band who released two singles before they split in 1974, but some previously unreleased recordings came 
out on CD in 1996 and most intriguingly a ‘Live in Cornwall’ CD recorded at this very gig appeared in 1998. This recording 
is not of great technical quality and has some strange edits but it exists thanks to the forethought of Gerry Gill.  
 

Gerry (of Magicians Workshop/Bowie’s Falmouth ’68 Xmas 
gigs fame) was the DJ and MC for the event. He says he 
introduced Queen as the first band of the day at 12.30pm, 
although ‘Barracuda’ were meant to open but perhaps they 
cancelled. The DJ had seen ‘Smile’ but not this recent band 
and was quite impressed by their new singer Freddie, 
although he thought the best band of the day was 
Hawkwind, who outshone a rather drunk Arthur Brown even 
though he repeated his famous crucifixion act from 
Glastonbury Festival of a few weeks earlier. Arthur’s roadies 
were worried that the wooden cross used would not fit under 
the canvas and it was very lucky that his flaming helmet 
“Fire” routine was allowed. There were also reports of 
‘intoxication issues’ with Hawkwind and that some members 
could not locate the site at stage time, so a depleted band 
had to play Silver Machine repeatedly - don’t blame Lemmy 
as he did not join the band until a few days later at a London gig on 1 September (this is most likely the correct date, 
although Lemmy has vaguely stated “August”). 
 

Indian Summer were a prog rock band from Coventry who like Tea & Symphony and Brewers Droop were booked 
through Jim Simpson’s Big Bear Music of Birmingham. They released one LP in 1971 on RCA Neon which is revered 
as a ‘progressive classic’ and quite collectable, so much so that Record Collector magazine released a double LP version 

of it in their Rare Vinyl Series (2016). 
 

The West Briton newspaper shared the views of some local residents 
to the proposed event via it’s front page headline of  “A hamlet 
mobilises for pop invasion - We’ll hire guards and dogs to save our 
homes” quoting inflated numbers of those expected. However, as was 
often the case, the huge audience never materialised, with the event 
going off without major incident. In fact the attendance was estimated 
as barely over 100 paying punters which seems incredible as 
admission was only a very reasonable £1 advance or £1.25 on the 
day, and it was a lovely sunny one too! Perhaps being on the outskirts 
of Truro, it was just in the wrong place. Listening to the ‘Graphite Live’ 
CD now gives the impression of a very mellow, easy going event, at 
least before Hawkwind!                                                                       
 

 Phil Saward 
 

Rare ticket for the event (courtesy of Bert Biscoe) 
 
 

Graphite on stage at Tregye Festival 21 August 1971 - 
they followed Queen 

 



 
 

On Friday the Town Council held a small, socially distanced staff thank you for Jane Liddicoat who has retired after  
30 years at St Ives Library library. Jane will still be volunteering for the library, and we’re sure she will carry on supporting 
the Friends of St Ives Library at our events when they resume later on in the year. As the St Ives Town Mayor, Tony 
Harris said when he handed over her retirement gift, we have a lot to thank Jane for in the ’smooth and successful 
transition of the library to the Town Council’. Jane leaves the library a strong, successful, and popular hub in the centre 
of town.  
 

When life returns to normal, we hope you will join us in a big public thank you event celebrating Jane’s time at the 
library. 
 
 

 
 

Jane requested the inclusion of the following in this month’s News & Views’: 
 

A heartfelt thank you for all the wonderful cards, kind words and many gifts I have received on my 
retirement. I have been privileged to work in the library for almost 30 years and have met so many 
wonderful people. I shall miss you. 
 

I will continue to be on the committee of FOSIL, which allows me to still be involved in our 
wonderful library, and with the excellent and hard-working committee members.  
 

As Des Hannigan said I am not ‘retiring’ but ‘reliving’ which sounds good to me. 
I hope to see you at our first coffee morning when restrictions allow. You can’t beat conversation 
and cake! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Janet Axten  Jane Dews  Tricia Friskney-Adams  Gill Malcolm  Anna Martin  Margaret Notman   Phil Saward  
Anne Wilcox 

 

stivesfosil@gmail.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/jane.liddicoat.31?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZW075O8DZmK7AFCgjr_Ms0lRNfO-G6Sv06Qh0kmel11yDcOZ8-9093v2M5iEwGyTpOUXwqsDRAKArrQCYqpKDtrWU6HlV8Km3FLtcd60imHnIAhYL0lWbOwiCoGHMm6l0kpwLGHC9gvI3oQCAIkRzrr&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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