v HOW TO
MAKE
YOUR KITE
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TOOLS YOU’LL NEED
Scissors
A ruler
A pencil
A glue brush
A craft knife

MATERIALS

Split bamboo or 5mm dowel
Curtain rings

PVA glue

String

Paper

Tape
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PREPARE
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1. Take four sticks. One big one and three
smaller ones. Make sure the three smaller ones are of
equal shape.

Remember, the bigger the sticks, the bigger the kite.

2. Lay the longest one vertically, this will act as
the kite’s spine.

3. Lay the two side spars either side at the top
with a 3mm gap. The last stick will form the horizontal
cross spar.




7

(“ Aod S |0 NN ——

4. Lay your diamond cross on to large enough

paper, and draw round your diamond shape.

5. Don’t forget two circle/slit holds where the

horizontal cross spar will sit.

6. Now add a second line to form a 3cm hem all
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around your diamond shape. This is your cutting line.

7. Cut your kit out and lay flat.
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8. Tie a piece of string to the bottom of the long spar to form a loop

(to attach tail to later) — then lay along middle of diamond. Glue
or tape into place.

9. Now place the two shorter sticks on either side of the of the top
of diamond shape.

10. Leave a small gap at the top of the diamond shape between
the longest stick in the middle, 3mm either side.

11. Fold paper margin over the stick and glue or tape down.
(We will leave the horizontal cross bar until later).

12. Crease all edges first, then fold and either glue or tape long
side hems, and topside hemps with sticks in place.

13. Reinforce with extra tape of paper where needed, and make

sure all hems are firmly glued down, joins or holes are covered.

ATTACH CROSS BAR

Lay the cross bar stick over the middle of the vertical long stick,

resting in the middle of the circle shapes, and attach at each end.




ATTACH FLYING STRING ANCiIG

Turn kite over and attach a piece of string approx.
30 cm long, at each end of where you have
punched a hole. Attach a ring to centre of string

— so that you can attach a ball of string for you flying line.

MAKE A TAIL

Attach a long piece of string to the base of the frame

HELPFUL TIPS

* Ensure wood for the kites is all equal weight, and fairly firm.

* It is important that your kite is balanced - one side being equal
weight to the other.

* Have fun with the decoration! For the tail anything goes, use
ribbons, feathers, streamers, bits of materials...

* You can use collage from old magazines, recycle colourful

paper bags, or reuse gift wrap.

* Use pencil or permanent marker pens to add drawing details

(some pens will ‘bleed” when applying the sealing layer of glue).

* Having drawn your centre line on the paper or material and
drawn one side out, you can fold along the centre line and
use the first side as the pattern for the second, then cut them
together before opening the kite out ready to glue on the sticks.

* When you attach the horizontal bar to the side bar
try and make sure not to permanently attach with
means you can remove the cross bar, and'feld your kite in half
for easier storage. It also allows you to adjust the shape of the |
kite to fit with different weather conditions for example making
the kite flat for low wind conditions, and adjusting your kite to a
V shape for very windy conditions.
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